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I. TO THE TEACHER - A FOREWORD 
We as teachers of social studies are obliged to create in 
our students an eager desire to know more about the history of 
our country in relation to the rest of the world• For, how 
better can we plan for the future than to study the examples of 
the past. 
The faith of Horace Mann in education and his courageous 
1et patient struggle in that cause won increased educational 
opportunity not only for the youth of Massachusetts but also for 
the youth of the Nation. Now that educational opportunities are 
available to most children, let it not be said that the teachers 
of this country have failed to arouse an educational desire in 
them. Horace Mann expressed this idea perfectly when he said, 
11 If I can dis cover by what appliance of means, 
a non-thinking, non-reflecting, non-speaking 
child can be most easily trained into a noble 
citizen ready to contend for the right and to 
die for the right - may I not flatter myself 
tba t my ministry may not be wholly in vain? nl 
To increase this desire for education, to make history more 
interesting, more real, local history should be utilized. If 
we can instill a pride in our city in the youthful minds of our 
pupils, it is only natural that that civic pride would be ex-
~ tended to a state and national pride. The pupils of today are 
the citizens of tomorrow. If they can be made to feel a local 
1. The Horace Mann Centennial 1837-1937, Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, Department of Education 1937 Number 5. Boston:· 
Walter A. Smith Company, 1937 - p. 63. 
1 
pride at their young age, it will be augmented as they mature, 
and your community and mine will reap the benefits and be a 
better place in which to live. 
nThe most important outcome of the Social 
Studies should be a knowledge of the world 
we are living in and an ability to adjust 
ourselves most happily to the conditions 
in Vlhich we livett"? 
If those conditions are the best that can be had, then the 
citizens of this country will be of the finest type, for a man 
reflects the environment in which he lives. 
ttHowever history may be conceived, and what-
ever may be the aims set up for historical 
instruction, the fundamental condition for 
making history effective in the classroom 
is to invest the past with an air of rea.li ty 
•••• The most effective appeal to the sense 
of reality, is of course, yhru reality it-
self. r A walk through Normandy', says John 
Richard Green at the opening of his chapter 
on Normandy and tbs Normans, tteaches one more 
of the age of our history than all the books 
in the world t tti3 
With the same idea in mind we, as citizens or teachers in Woburn 
have around us excellent examples of local customs and remains 
which are the themes of American history books. 
The author hopes that this work on local history will be 
utilized by the teachers of this community to make the past of 
American as well as of Woburn seem real, to stimulate a desire 
to know the community better, to appreciate its history, to take 
~· Hughes, R.O., ttsome Basic Considerations" in R.O. Hughes, 
Ed., Elements of the Social Studies Program, Sixth Yearbook 
of the National Council for the Social Studies, 1936, p. 37. 
!3. Johnson, Henry, Teaching of Histar y. New York: Macmillan 
Company, 1940. p. 163. 
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pride in the men who were born here, and above all to leave a 
I desire to improve it. 
II. TO THE CHILDREN - A FOREWORD 
You are-citizens of Woburn. Take pride in your cityl It 
is one of the oldest cities in Massachusetts. Do you realize 
that at the same time that this city was founded there was no 
such thing as an illustrated textbook for children? There was 
no Main street. There were not the lovely churches that we havE 
today. Our library which is now one of the most beautiful and 
best equipped libraries of the state was as yet unheard of. 
Some of the early colonists of whom you read in your his-
tory books were residents of Woburn. You have a right to be 
proud of your city. At the time Paul Revere rode through the 
countryside spreading the word that the British were coming, thE 
men who responded were the great-grandchildren· of the early 
settlers, and were your own great-grandfathers. Woburn was abcU 
twenty years old before the Carolina colonies were founded. 
Men mentioned in the pages of history books of children 
living in Kansas, North Dakota, Tennessee, and other states 
were citizens of Woburn. Have your heard about Count Rumford, 
f Loammi Baldwin, Charles Goodyear, Johnny Appleseed? These men 
were the makers of your city. The remains of the old Middlesex 
Canal ·may be seen throughout the city. To a man from Woburn 
~ goes the most credit for the building of that canal. 
The past is real - let us read about this past, associateti 
with the present, and in doing so plan for a better future. But 
4 
l 
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do not be content to only read about events and places in the 
following chapters. When it is possible, visit the birthplaces 
of famous men and the scenes of famous happenings, and in so 
doing, times of long ago will seem alive today. 
·., 
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III. WOBURN HISTORIES 
Although Woburn's past is proud and great, there have been 
few to sing her glory. Town records and old newspapers await 
any Who might care to read them, but books which can be classi-
fied as histories of this city number only four. 
The first is one which the city takes great pride in own-
ing. It was called by the author Wonder Working Providence of 
Sions Saviour in New England, although when it was first pub-
lished in 1654 11 at tm Angel in Cornhilln by Nathaniel Brooke, 
a London publisher, it was entitled A History of New-England, 
from the EngliSh planting in the Yeere 1628 untill the Yeere 
1652. The title is misleading, for the book is a history of 
Massachusetts rather than of New England and is the first pub-
~ 
lished history of that state. When the first copy was published 
the author r s name was not mentioned, but it was generally ack-
nowledged in New England that Captain Edward Johnson of Woburn 
was the author. The original edition of the book is owned by 
the Woburn Public Library. 
Edward Johnson was born in Canterbury in the county of Kent 
in England. He was t:te son of William. Johnson, a parish clerk 
of St. George's parish. He came over to New England in 1630 
with John Winthrop, first governor of Massachusetts, probably 
in the ship Arbella, and was licensed by Governor Winthrop to 
trade with the Indians along the Merrimac River. He returned to 
6 
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England in 1631, remaining there until 1636 wren be again came 
to New England, this time bringing his family with him. He 
settled in Charlestown and obtained large grants of land there. 
Later, when Charlestown Village, now Woburn, was settled, he be-
came perhaps its leading settler. For thirty years, from the be-
ginning or the town until his death, he held important positions~ 
He was one of the original seven proprietors, also the first 
town clerk, and a representative to ihe General Court. He was, 
moreover, a skilled surveyor and was often employed as such by 
the Massachusetts government. Chapter twenty-two of his book 
gives a descriptive account of the settlement of Woburn, al-
though it is difficult reading material. 
The second local history is entitled History of Woburn and 
was written by Samuel Sewall. It covers the period of Woburn 
from the grant of its territory to Charle-s·town in 1640 to the 
year 1860. This book is also written on a difficult reading 
level. 
The third history is contained in Chapters twenty-tbree 
through thirty-one of·the first volume of the History of Middle-
sex County 1890, by Daniel H. Hurd. The account of Woburn was 
written by William R. Cutter, who draws heavily upon Sewall's 
history. 
The fourth local history is written in two volumes by 
~ Parker L. Converse, and entitled Legends of Woburn. The first 
series was published in 1892 and the second in 1896. Some parts 
are drawn from Sewall's history, but the majority of it is ori-
ginal. It is the only book of Woburn legends. Each of the 
books is interesting reading, although the younger generation 
would find difficulty in placing certain locations from Con-
verseTs description as names have changed since his time as 
they had before him. It is sad to say that the Legends were 
printed for subscribers only. Four hundred copies of the first 
book were made, and two hundred and fifty of the second. Where 
tbe se books are today is difficult to say. The Woburn Public 
Library has a set but it is not in circulation. The author of 
this thesis is deeply indebted to Dr. Thomas Glennon of Woburn 
who so kindly lent his copies, and wishes that she too might 
someday own a set. 
8 
IV. INDIAN LEGENDS 
I cannot tell how the truth may be; 
I say the tale as rtwas said to me. 
- Scott 
The following legends of' Indian days in Woburn are adapted 
from the two volumes entit·led 11Legends of' Woburntt by Parker L. 
Converse. 
East of' the Mississippi Ri~er the Indians of' the United 
States can be tho~ght of as belonging to three main groups. In 
tJ::e south were the five 11 Civilizedtt tribes. In the northeast 
9 
were the Iruquois. But, by far the largest in number and yet 
least warlike were the Algonquins who peopled the center of' the 
eastern half of the United States, even surrounding the Iruquois. 
The Algonquins believed that long ago all the face of' the 
earth was covered with water, and that everything that lived 
floated about on a raft. Chief' of all the animals was the 
Great Rabbit who in reality was the Great Spirit himself'. After 
tbe raft had floated about for some time - maybe days, years or 
even centuries - tbe animais began to grow restless, and the 
Great Rabbit saw that they must have land to live on that there 
might be purpose to tbeir lives. So he called the beaver to him 
e and told him to go down to the depths below and bring back a 
handful of' earth. But the beaver went down and came up with 
nothing. Next the Great Rabbit sent tbe otter on the same 
errand. But the otter came up with nothing. Then the Great 
/ 
Rabbit thought and thought, but could light upon nothing of 
worth. As he sat on the raft in troubled silence, one day a 
female muskrat came to him and offered to go seek the fistful 
tiJ of earth. But the other animals, particularly the beaver and 
the otter, laughed at her and made fun of her. The Great 
Rabbit, however, gave her permission to try, and the little 
muskrat hopped off the edge of the raft and disappeared below 
the surface of the water. For two days she was gone and the 
Great Rabbit was about to give her up for lost when at night-
fall her body popped to the surface. They hauled her aboard 
the raft and found that the muskrat was unconscious; but in her 
claw she clutched a little ball of mud. 1 
The Great Rabbit took the bit of mud and molded it in his 
hands. It grew larger and larger, at first taking the shape of 
an island, and then a mountain, until finally it became the 
earth itself. The Great Rabbit walked around and around it, 
and still is walking - searching out imperfections - for it 
does not satisfy him yet. Thus, the Great Spirit envelops the 
earth forever. 
All the animals found homes for themselves. The Great 
Rabbit rewarded the muskrat by making her his wife and they 
became the great, great, great - nobody knows how many times 
great - grandparents of man.2 
There were many tribes belonging to the Algonquins. We 
lhave perhaps at sometime or another read of the Mohegans, the 
11. Tourtellot, Arthur Benon, The Charles. New York: Farrar 
and Rinehart, 1941. p. 5. 
2 • Ibid • p • 6 • 
10 
Pequots, and the Narragansetts. Even more familiar to us shoulc 
be the Mattachusets Indians for whom our fair state is named. 
The Indians native to Woburn were the Aberjinians for whom 
the Aber jona River is named. The Indians called Woburn 11Misha-
wumtt. There are many legends of Indian days in Woburn, and 
many of our local places carry Indian names. Perhaps a favor-
ite hike of every youngster is the trip to the top of Rag Rock 
in the West Side. From the top of this rock on a clear day can 
be seen the dome of the State House and also in the distance, 
Mount Wachusett. This rock was kriown to the Aberjinians as 
Mount Mianomo. There is supposedly a secret passage leading to 
the inside of the rock, but no one has ever been able to find 
this entrance, although some claim to have seen Wabanowi stand-
ing there in the sunset, gazing sadly around. 
Wabanowi (the Seer) was Chief Sachem of the Aberjinian 
Indians. It was early autumn shortly before the arrival of 
the Pilgrims at Plymouth. The sun was setting, and in its fad-
ing light could be seen several canoes gliding over the waters 
of Innitoa (Horn Pond). The Aberjinian Indians were returning 
to their· village in tbe shadow of Mianomo (Rag Rock), from a 
hunt to· tile southwest, Among them was Wabanowi. For many many 
years these Indians had lived here in peace, save for their 
petty wars with the neighboring tribes. They believed that the~ 
'- had come from a land far away, across the water, and that in 
cmning time, unless they should be vigilant in watching the 
signs which would be given, and prompt in action to resist, 
their tribe with others around them would dwindle away and 
11 
disappear before a coming foe. 
During the hunt Wabanowi's daughter, Nansema (she who 
steals hearts), met and fell in love with a young chief of the 
Narragansetts named Winitihooloo (fighting bear). For some 
time he lingered with the party, till one day near the close of 
the hunt he sought out Wabanowi, and told him of his love for 
Nansema. He also reminded him that the traditions of the 
Narragansetts were the traditions of the Aberjinians; that the 
signs of the forest were mysterious but sure; that. the long 
predicted foe, although yet unseen, was approaching. He said 
that Waba.nowi would need assistance, and t bat he, Winitihoo1oo, 
and the Narragansetts would help him to destroy the enemy. 
Wabanowi kept silent until the young chief had finished. Then 
pointing his finger at him he spoke in an angry voice. He said 
vhat Wabanowi was his own prophet, could read the signs for 
himself. Does the old bear ask the young wolf to assist him? 
Had he asked only for Nansema he would have been given her -
but now Winitihooloo had insulted him and his people. Thus 
Nansema could not be his wife. The young chief replied that 
Wabanowi would read the signs himself and become convinced. 
He would then return for Nansema. So saying he strode away 
through the forest. 
Wa.banowi with his hunting party soon started for home. 
~ I They slipped over the waters of Innitou and arrived shortly in 
the shades of Mianamo. A strange foreboding seemed to sweep 
the camp, but was lost in the shades of night. A restless 
sleep came to Wabanowi. Suddenly at the entrance to his wigwam 
~·. 
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stood a beckoning figure. Helpless, he followed the figure to-
ward the mountain which seemed to glow with an unearthly light. 
Slowly he saw an opening appear in the rock; through it they 
passed; and slowly the opening closed. Under the power of the 
shadowy figure he fell asl~ep on the mossy bed. 
In the morning Nansema, worried, went to seek her father, 
but could find him nowhere. Time passed, and her heart was 
heavy ~~th sadness, for first her lover was lost to her and 
then her father. One day Winitihooloo appeared. Great was her 
joy. Soon the two were wed, and he took her to live with his 
people, the Narragansetts, in Rhode Island. 
Time sped on and the prophecies of the tribe crone to pass. 
The White Man appeared and Winitihooloo saw that this was the 
foe foretold by their traditions. He urged Oanonicus, Chief 
of hi~ tribe, to join the other tribes in destroying them before 
it was too late. But Oanonicus and the Narragansetts refused. 
They became friends with tbe colonists and fought with them 
against the Pequots. Then Winitihooloo .Persuaded them to join 
King Philip in his war against the whites. In this war he and 
Nansema were captured by the colonists, but later escaped. 
Afterwards, with the rest of his tribe, he lived in peace among 
·the white men. 
Converse tells us that one day Wabanowi awoke from his long 
-~ sleep, and the shadowy figure came and led him out through the. 
!entrance, out into the light. She showed him that his tribe 
!had disappeared before the foe which was the 11Pale Face"· The 
old Chief sadly looked around him; saw the houses of the white 
• 
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man and Innitou bathing in the sun, but there were no canoes 
seen on its surface. Slowly the Chief Sachem of the Aberjinian~ 
made his way down the mountain, down to the shores of Innitou, 
and there in the underbrush he recovered his canoe. Silently 
he made his way over the water and through the forest to the 
south, to the home of the Narragansetts, where the shadowy 
spirit had told him he would find his daughter Nansema. There 
he spe·nt the remainder of' his days. Some say that in the early 
Indian summer days, on the morning nearest the full moon in 
September of each year, the· tall form of Wabanowi may still be 
seen standing at sunrise for a short time on Rag Rock gazing 
around. 
The Indians had a strange tale expla.ining how Mount Mian-
amo care to be. It seems that there were two gods held in awe 
by the Aberjinians. One was the Northern God, the other was 
the Southern God. Their eyes could be seen to flash in the 
night (the northern lights), as they quarreled with one another 
They shot fire arrows at one another, and bellowed. They even 
bit the sun (eclipse), and sometimes hid the moon. But then 
there was another, a lovely Goddess Squaw, who always stepped 
in when their warfare became too great. She made the arrows 
14 
stop; and the sun come out. When the Northern God sent down hil 
ice and mow and killed the flowers and i'roze the streams, she 
always drove him back to his home in the North. When the fierce~ 
Southern God burned the grass and the trees with his fiery eyes, 
she turned him back too, and sent the showers to cure his harm. 
It was the Goddess Squaw who later led Wabanowi into the Rock 
15 
She was good and loved the Aberjinians, but she knew what the 
future held for them, and knew that it was useless for them to 
resist. That is why the first settlers had little trouble with 
them. If their Chief, Wabanowi, had been there, there would hav~ 
been resistance. Many years before, the Northern God called his 
warriors to him, and called upon the other Gods to help him 
fight the Southern God. He loaded his huge Northern beasts with 
ice, sand and rocks, and then sent them down South. Soon these 
great stones covered the earth. The great beasts dug furrows 
as they went (glacier work). One monster traveled to where 
Mount Mianamo now stands. In the meantime the Southern God sou-
ght the help of' the Sun God to stop this advance. Together they 
dug out earth f'or about a mile, and piled it into a mountain. 
This pile is now Mount Towanda, also called Horn Pond Mountain. 
Then the Goddess Squaw decided that things had gone far enough. 
She killed the monsters where they stood. One of these monsters 
became Mianamo. The ice and snow he bad brought on his back f'rm 
the North melted and ran down into the hole Which had been dug, 
and formed our lovely Innitou, without a doubt one of the most 
scenic spots in tle country. 
History tells us that when the first settlers came to Wobun:,, 
~ake Innitou was much larger than it is now. It extended f'ar-
ther north and f'arthar south. The island in the center which 
seems so small to us today was· also much larger. 
The Indians loved this lake; and they called the island 
HWabisi tt, meaning the swan. They had a very special reason f'or 
~iving it this name. The Aberjinians believed in ma:QI[_ EfQ_irits 
II ,, 
I 
I 
1 to whom they offered sacrifices ·through their medicine men. 
Chief of the spirits was Manitou. This Great S~it felt that 
the Indians were neglecting him and placing too much faith in 
tbe lesser spirits. Three nights in succession he appeared to 
Wakima, Chief of the tribe. He told Wakima that the reason why I 
their hunts were not succesffihl, why disease spread among them, 
why Innitou 1 s waters were dark and troubled, was that the In-
dians were neglecting the Great Spirit. He promised them that 
when they gave him proper worship their crops would prosper, 
their braves grow strong again, Innitou would be calm, game 
would abound in the forests, and prosperity would return to the 
tribe. When these things came to pass Wakima was to assemble 
his tribe in canoes on the lake and M~nitou would smile on them. 
Prosperity returned to the tribe, and one day they pushed 
their canoes from the shore to await a sign from Manitou. As 
they did a light deep down in the water appeared, more brilli-
ant than the moon. It seemed to invite them to approach near-
:> 
er. Instinctively, be degrees, they arranged their canoes in a 
large circle around the light. They were struck with awe as the 
light became brighter and came nearer to the surface. Then a 
beautiful swan appeared on the spot. The enormous bird slowly 
expanded its gorgeous wings of light, until they covered the 
whole circle of canoes. TbB Indians bent their heads in silencE. 
Slowly the wings closed and the swan settled into the water; 
li~~t grew dim and disappeared. As the Indians raised their 
heads, they saw a large dark object arise where the swan had 
been. 
16 
As darkness was upon them they returned home. When morn-
ing came, it showed on the spot an island beautiful to see. Ii 
was tbe nsmile of Manitott 11 • The Indians naned it 11Wabisin meanj 
ing the swan. 
17 
V. FOUNDING AND NAMING THE CITY 
Originally two colonies made up what is now the present 
state of Massachusetts. They were the Plymouth Colony, founded 
by the Pilgrims in 1620, and the Massachusetts Bay Colony, 
founded by the Puritans in 1630. One of the leading towns of 
the Massachusetts Bay Colony was Charlestown. 
On November 4, 1640 a committee of seven men was appoint-
ed by this toWJ. to determine the boundary lines of a new settle 
ment four miles square to the north, to be called Charlestown 
Village ~1 Thus was Woburn born! 
trThe grant is to seven men of good and hon-
est report, upon condition, that within two 
years they erect houses for habitation there-
on, and so go on to make a Town thereof, upon 
the Act of Court;: these seven men have power 
to give and grant out lands unto any persons 
Who are willing to take up their dwellings 
within the said precinct, and to be admitted 
to al common priviledges of the said Town, 
giving them such an ample portion, both of 
Medow and Upland, as their present and future 
stock of cattel and hands were like to improve, 
with eye had to others that might after come 
to populate tl:B said Town; this they did with-
out any respect of persons, yet such as were 
exorbitant, and of a turbulent spirit, unfit 
for a civil society, tl~y would reject, till 
they come to mend their manners; such came not 
to enjoy any freehold. These seven men order-
ed and disposed of the streets of the To~vn, as 
might be best for improvement of the Land, and 
yet civil fuJd religious society maintained; to 
which end those that had lmd neerest tbe place 
for Sabbath Assembly, had a lesser quantity at 
home, and more father off to improve for corn, 
of all kinds; they refused not men for their 
1. Massachusetts Co"rony Records, Volume I., p. 306. 
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poverty, but according to their ability were 
helpful to the poorest sort, in building 
their houses, and distributed to them land 
aceordingly; the poorest had six or seven 
acres of Medow, and twenty five of Upland, 
or thereabouts. Thus this Town populated, 
to the number of sixty families, or therea-
bout, arrd after this manner are the Towns of 
New England peopled.n2 
These seven men were: 3 
Edward Johnson 
Thomas Richardson 
Samuel Richardson 
Ezekiel Richardson 
Thomas Graves 
Edward Converse 
John Mousa.ll 
Headed by Robert Sedgwick they chose a.s the spot for the vill-
age the site of the present Woburn Common. 4 You will find 
-· there today a tablet vihich serves to show the site of the first 
meeting house built by the early settlers. 
On October 7, 1642,Woburn was incorporated as a town, and 
thus became the twentieth town in Massachusetts Bay Colony and 
the twenty-ninth in the entire state. Now it was the custom 
in the seventeenth century to name towns not after the leading 
man, but after his former abode. 5 Woburn is named for the 
2. Johnson, Edward, Wonder Working Providence of Sions Saviour 
in New England. London: At the Angel in Cornhill by 
Nathaniel Brooke, 1654. p. 175. 
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3. Woburn Town Records, Volume I., p. 3. , 
4. Cutter,. William R., nHistory of Woburn", in Daniel H. Hurd, 
Ed., History of Middlesex County. Philadelphia: J. w. Lewis 
and Company, 1890. Volume I., p. 341. 
5. Doyle, J. A., English Colonies in America. New York: Henry 
Holt and Company, l887. Volume III., ch. 3, p. 7. 
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Woburn in Bedfordshire, England. Captain Robert Sedgwick was 
one of the distinguished men of his time. He was one of the 
three principal patrons of the city. He was born and baptized 
at Woburn, Bedfordshire, in England and came from a distinguish-
ed English family. As was previously mentioned, he was chair-
man of the original committee to set off the boundaries of the 
town. He took an active part in exploring the lands at the 
time of settlement, and in establishing the site of/the first 
meeting house. Having satisfied ourselves that our now fair 
city was named for Sedgwick's birthplace, 6 the question arises 
- how did Woburn, England receive its name? The term Woburn is 
an Anglo-Saxon word, the first half, Wo, meaning wood, and the 
next part, burn, meaning a brook. Woburn, Bedfordshire, Eng-
land, has a narrow stream of water running tbrough it, and once 
was a wooded country. Thus it justly received its name.7 
The original 11 Woobornefl8 in Massachusetts. was much larger 
than the present Woburn. It once contained the present Woburn, 
Winchester, and Burlington, and parts of Wilington and Stone-
ham. In a poem entitled ttpaulisper Fuitt, meaning, I have lived 
for a short time, the infant Woburn is described by Captain Ed-
ward Johnson, first recorder or town clerk. The poem opens the 
town records and reads as follows:9 
6. Cutler, William R. :~· Hisbor~ of Woburn. p. 337. 
7. Converse, Parker L., Legen s of Woburn. Woburn: Andrews, 
Cutler and Company, 1892. Series One., p. 7. 
8. Massachusetts Colony Records, Volume II., p. 28. 
9. Woburn Town Records, Wolume I., p. 1. 
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trRecords for the Towne of Woburne 
ffrom the year 1640 the 8 day of the 10 month 
Paulisper Fui 
In peniles age I woburne Towne began; 
Charlo Towne first moved the Court my lins to span. 
To vewe my lBUd place, compild body Reare,l 
Nowell, Sims, Sedgwick, thes my paterons were. 
Sum fearing Ile grow great upon these grownds,2 
Poor I was putt to nurs among the Clownes,3 
Who being taken with such myghty things 
As had bin work of Noble Queins and Kings, 
Till Babe gan crye and great disturbance make; 
Nurses Repent they did har undertake. 
One leaves her quite; an other hee doth hie4 
To foren lands, free from the Babys Crye; 
To (two) more of seaven, seing nursing provd soe thwarte,5 
Thought it more ease in following of the carte. 
A naighbour by,6 hopeing the Babe wold bee 
A pritty Girle, to Rocking har went hee. 
Too (two) nurses7 less undanted then (than) the rest, 
ffirst howses ffinish; thus the Girle gane drest. 
Its Rare to see how this poore Towne did rise 
By weakest means, two (too) weake in great ons eys. 
And sure it is that mettells cleere Exstraction8 
Had never share in this poore Towns erextion; 
Without which metalls and sum fresh suplys 
Patrons conclud she never upp wold rise. 
If ever she mongst ladys have a station, 
Say rtwas ffrom Parentes, not har education. 
and Now conclud the lordts owne hand it wase, 
That with weak means did bring this work to pass, 
Not only Towne but Sistor church to ade 
Which out of dust and Ashes now is had. 
Then all Inhabit woburne Towne, stay make 
Thelord, not means, of all you undertake9 n 
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Notes on Poem 
1. To examine the place, and build the new town. 
2. The patrons feared it would rival Charlestown. 
3. The seven commissioners to bl!J!ild the town, who were thought 
to be of a lower class. 
4. Ezekiel Richardson and Thomas Graves. 
5. Samuel and Thomas Richardson. 
6. Edward J-ohnson. 
7. Edward Converse and John Mousall. 
8. ·Money did not aid in building the town. 
9. Trust in the Lord. 
I 
VI. THE MOUSALL HOUSE 
11 Too nurses less undanted then the rest 
ffirst houses ffinish; thus the Girle gane dresttt 
Johnson's Paulisper Fui, 17th 
and 18th lines. 
To Edward Converse, one of the seven Commissioners, goes 
the credit for building the first house in Woburh. He was also 
the owner of the first mill. These buildings were situated at 
what is now Winchester Center. 1 But to Joru~ Mousall, another 
lot the seven Commissioners, goes the credit for having built 
the first dwelling house vdthin the present limits of the city 
of Woburn. It was located on 11Hilly Wayn, now Montvale Avenue. 
This first house was not made of logs, as some might 
suppose. Indeed no log cabins were ever known to have exis.ted 
in Woburn. Log cabins were not native to New England. Like 
Converse's house before it, and the first church and parsonage 
after it, it had a hewn oak frame, covered with boards. It als c 
had a chimney made of bricks, glass windows, and was finished 
with imported hardware. Within, it was divided into four low 
studded rooms, two below, and two half 'high chambers above, witl 
a little front entry and narrow stairs. In later years a pro-
jection or shed was added. At first the roof was thatched, likE 
those of small English cottages, but later it was shingled. 
Most likely the house was not painted at first, although it must 
1. Cuttler, William R.,. History of Woburn. p. 339. 
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have been later, for people in later years remembered it as 
being of a yellow color.2 
In this house, the first settlers with their wives held a 
meeting, the first probably ever held in Woburn, to thank the 
I -
Lord for His guidance during their first endeavors in founding 
the town. It was in this house also that the first meetings of 
the church in Wobu~n were held, and business dcne, after their 
first organization at Graves' house in Charlestown on December 
18, 1640, where they chose Edward Johnson first town clerk, and 
. -
made a set of by-laws.3 
The old house was burned on the night of March 5, 1835. 
As the house was unoccupied at the time, the fire was probably 
the work of a prankster. The question arises - just Where on 
Montvale Avenue did this house stand? Older residents remember-
ed it as being in the westerly corner of the little piece of 
land fenced between the second nBurying Groundtt and Montvale 
Avenue. To us today the approximate location is the Times builc 1-
ing. Prospect Street running off Montvale Avenue was once 
known as Mousall Lane. The original site is unmarked and little 
knownl Why is it so easy to forget the past? 
2. Converse, Parker L., Legends of Woburn. Series II, p. 172. 
3. Wobuxn Town Records, Volume I., p. 3. 
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VII. MEETING HOUSES 
It was the Congregational Church or Charlestown which gave 
\the original grant of land to the seven Commissioners. These 
seven men were to judge the character of would-be citizens be-
fore land was allottedl. In order to become a member or the 
town one had to be a church member, Which was true in most 
Massachusetts towns. ·Therefore town govel''nmen t was synonymous 
I. with church government. 
The First .Church or Meeting House as it was then called 
stood on a small area of level land where four streets met. 
These four streets are now named Montvale Avenue, Main Street, 
Pleasant Street and Common Street.2 Its location today would 
be rixed at approximately the site of the present World War II 
Memorial. 
It was constructed of timber and boards, and the roof was 
thatched. It had a window at each side of the entrance, and 
thl"ee windows to the side. The people were called to worship 
by a bell which was erected on Bell Hill, later Powder House 
Hill, and now being the height of land to the top of Mann's 
Court. There were no pews within, only rough benches. The par-
sonage or Reverend Thomas Carter, rirst minister, was near-by, 
to the left of the church and a little to the rear. Mount 
1. Johnson, Edward, Wonder Working Providence. p. 213 
2. Converse, ParkerL., Legends or Woburn. Series Two., p. 21. 
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!Towards, better known to us as Horn Pond Mountain, could be 
in the distance.3 
Today, as you enter the Woburn Public Library, your glance 
falls immediately on a large oil painting entitled the "Ordina-
tion of Reverend Thomas Carter, First Minister in W'oburntt, 
painted by Albert Thompson. This picture tells the story which 
Edward Johnson portrays for us in his Wonder-Working Providence.! 
While the work of laying out the land and building the first 
church and houses was going on, the people depended upon some 
other church for their Christian leadership. When the church 
and parsonage were completed, they set upon the task of engag-
ing a minister - and not an easy task it was. The newly settled 
wilderness was not inviting to many. After some search they met 
with Mr.' Thomas Carter a member of the Church at Watertown. 
Although Mr. Carter was a pious man and had done much work in 
the Church since his cbming to New England in 1635 from Cam-
jjbridge, England, he was not an ordained clergyman. Nevertheless 
II 
/lour. town fathers had faith in his ability and sincerity. 
11 The 22. of the 9. moneth following (Decem-
ber 2, 1642) Mr. Thomas Carter was ordained 
Pastor, in presence of the like Assembly. 
After he had exercised in preaching and pray-
er the greater part of the day, two persons 
in the name of the Church laid their hands 
upon his head, and said, 1 We ordain thee Thomas 
Carter to be Pastor unto this Church of Christ', 
then one of the Elders Priest (present), being 
desired of the Church, continued in prayer unto 
the Lord for his more especial assistance of 
this his servant in his work, being a charge 
of such weighty importance, as is the glory of 
God and salvation of souls, that the very 
thought would make a man to tremble in the 
3. Converse, Parker L., Legends of Woburn. Series II, p. 22. 
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sense of his own inability to the work. 
The people having provided a dwelling house, 
built at the charge of the Town in general, 
welcomed him unto them with joy, that the 
.Lord was pleased to give them such a bless-
ing, that their eyes may see their Teachers. tt4 
The Church membership grew, and for forty-two Y9ars the 
Re·verend Carter served his people well. On November 20, 16'71, 
tbe old Meeting House, being much decayed and too small for the. 
congregation, the town voted to build another. The site today 
of its approximate location is the Woburn Times Building. 
This second meeting house was forty feet square; its frame 
was of oak; its roof was surmounted by a small cupola or turret 
in which hung a bell. The windows were casements, that is, 
opened in the center as blinds do. Originally there were no 
pews for the people as this was considered too aristocratic a 
privilege, so for forty years only two were permitted, one for 
the minister and one for the wives of the deacons. The men sat 
on one side, the women on the other. Twenty-six men, two at a 
time, looked out for bad boys. In time, however, even this 
meeting house grew too small, and in 1'748 a new qne was built 
on the easterly side of the CDmmon. It had pews for all, and 
was the last where all worshipped together, as the people soon 
after broke up into different sects;5 and tinie has separated 
church and state. 
4. Johnson, Edward, Wonder Working Providence. pp. 175-181. 
5. Converse, Parker L., Legends of Woburn. Series II., p. 24. 
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VIII. THE MISHAWUM HOUSE 
In Central SqQare at approximately 627 Main Street, where 
now stands What most people call the Blake Apartments, there 
once stood a tavern. Ichabod Parker bought the building from 
John Fowle in 1785. It was firs't known as Bud Parker's Tavern, 
but later became more popularly known as the Mishawum House. 
The place was known far and wide and was patronized by many .1 
At that time a stage ran daily between Boston and Amherst, 
New Hampshire. It stopped at the tavern to change horses. Many 
others came here for entertainment. For some years the tavern 
served as headquarters for notable gatherings. Here Loammi 
!Baldwin and his friends crune to rest while surveying the land 
!for the Middlesex Canal Company.2 After the Canal was finished 
the hotel business increased. The first formal official ride onl 
The visiting par·ty 
I 
the canal was made in the summer of 1803. 
on fu at first ride dined on the way at this House. 3 
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In 1834 there were fourteen stages making trips to New HampLj 
shire. Twelve changed horses at tbe Mishawum House. These 
stages were drawn by four or six horses, and their coming was 
always announced by the driver blowing his horn long and loud, 
some time before he came in sight of the hotel, to give notice 
of the approach of the stage, so that the chang_e of horses might 
!1. Converse, Parker L., Legends of Woburn. Series I., p. 9. 
2. Roberts, Christopher, The Middlesex Canal. Cambridge: Harvard 
.University Press, 1938. p. 55. 
3 ... Converse,. Parker L •. , Legends of Woburn. Series I • ...t.. _Q. 15. 
I 
I 
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be ready; then he whipped up his team, and drove to the door 
with a great flourish. He was a man of importance in those 
days, and the arrival of the Boston and Lowell stage with the 
mail, express packages, and passengers, created a sensation in 
the otherwise quiet village. 
When the Boston and Lowell Railroad was chartered in 1835, 
the prosperity of the hotel dwindled, and for some years the 
place remained empty. Finally it was taken from its original 
site and placed, forgotten, in another part of town. Its pre-
sent location is number 17 Kilby Street. 
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IX. THE FIRST POST OFFICE 
Since earliest times man has sought means of corresponding 
with his fellow man. Since our country's beginning, letters 
have been sent from one person to another by various means. 
Many had to be entrusted to strangers to be delivered. By de-
; 
grees the postal service was established between the Colonies. 
In 1672 there was a post to go monthly from New York to Boston. 
The Continental.Congress early established postal routes and 
offices from Falmouth, Maine, to Savannah, Georgia, with the 
11 pr:lroipal towns having post of'fices. 
In the year 1789 Congress passed an act which created the 
office of Post Master General. Benjamin Franklin was the first 
to hold this office. Eight years after the passage of this law 
a United States Post Office was established in Woburn, and 
Ichabod Parker was commissioned its first postmaster. The desk 
he used, the commission itself, and his original account with 
the government may be seen at the Woburn Public Library. Parke 
was also the owner of the Mishawum House. His post-office was 
the first room to the left of the main entrance. In that room 
was a semi-circular bar in the corner. Behind the bar stood th 
I 
·j 
desk where he carried on his official business until October 
1810.1 Upon examining his rec·eipts, it is found that the total 
business transacted in those thirteen years was $293.00, an ave~ 
age of $22.50 per year. nThose were the good old dayszn 
1. Converse, Parker L., Legends of Woburn. Series I. • 77. 
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X. THE FIRST SCHOOLS 
v1lhen Woburn was :first sett.led there was much work to be 
done and no time. was le:ft :for schooling. What little schooling 
there was, was carried on in the home under the wat ch:ful eye of'. 
the parent. Then in the year 1673 the town, :for ihe :first time, 
hired teachers, Mrs. Connors and Mrs. Wright. They eaCh recei-
ved :five shillings a year or about one dollar and twenty-five 
cents .1 Classes were held in the teachers 1 homes. This was 
connnonly known throughout the country as a ttdame s choo·ln. 
In 1685 the town population had grown to one hundred :fami-
lies, and so, in accordance with the Massachusetts law of' 1647 
which decreed that every town o:f :fifty :families must provide a 
school :far its children, and that every town of' a hundred :fami-
lies must support what we today would call a hi~ school, Mr. 
Samuel Garter was engaged as master. 2 To his delight or sorrow 
we do not know, no pupils appeared the first year, but he was 
paid his saary o:f five pounds. The town thus saved itself' :from 
being :fined, but the next year it drove a harder bargain with 
tbe teacher. If' he had pupils he would receive his :five pounds, 
but, if' there were no pupils, he would receive only thirty shi,ll 
ings. Needless to say, he collected the smaller sum. 3 The dame 
schools :furniShed :fQr many years all the education the people 
1. Woburn Town Records, Volume II, p. 4. 
2. Ibid, Volume I., p. 129. 
3. Ibid, Volume III~, p. 93. 
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had time for. 
In 1713 the town built its first school house where the 
Unitarian Church now stands,4 and formal education was begun 
in Wobu.rn. 
4. Woburn Town Records, Volume VI •• p. 48. 
XI. BEN J.AMIN A. THOMPSON 
COUNT OF RUMFORD 
On March 26, 1753, in North Woburn in, a two-story farm 
hou~e belonging tQ his grandfather in a room to the left of the 
entrance, Benjamin Thompson was born. His trundle bed still re-
mains in that same room, as the house still stands today - a 
plain, old fashioned, tan painted, gambrelled roofed farm house 
resting on a small slope of land back from the road. The old 
meeting house on one side and the Rumford Grammar School on the 
other side lend typical New England color to the spot. There 
are few relics of the Thompsons remaining here, and the place 
is now maintained by the Rumford Historical Society. 
~fuen Benjamin was twenty months old, his father died; and 
about two years later his mother married Josiah Pierce, Jr., 
of Woburn. The family then moved to a much larger home Which 
stood opposite the Baldwin home. There are no remains to be 
found of this second home. 
He became a: friend of Loammi Baldwin although he was nine 
years younger than Loammi, and the two often walked from Woburn 
to Cambridge to attend lectures. He was a flawless penman at 
an early age, and at the age of fourteen it is said that he was 
sufficiently advanced in algebra, geometry, astronomy and higher 
mathematics to predict a solar eclipse within four seconds of 
accuracy. At th¢ age of thirteen he was apprenticed to a shop-
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keeper of Salem, Massachusetts, and, at the age of sixteen, he 
entered the emplo"YIDent of Hopestill Capen in Boston, whose stor · 
was located wher.e the Old Oyster House now stands on Union 
Street. 
While he was at Salem, Massachusetts, Thompson, during his 
leisure time conducted experiments in chemistry and mechanics, 
and it is reported that on one day, he nearly demolished him-
self and the store w.th some explosives he was preparing, and 
that at another time he walked one nigj:l t from Salem to Woburn, 
a distance of twenty odd miles to show to his friend, Baldwin, 
a machine he had invented to illustrate the problem of perpe-
tual motion.l 
Not caring ~to remain a shopkeeper he undertook the study 
of medicine along wi fu French violin and fencing. It was at 
this time, 1771, that h3 attended the lectures at Cambridge and 
spent some of his tL~e in teaching school, first at Wilmington 
and then at Bradfard.2 At the age of nineteen he was invited 
to take charge Of a school at Rumford, (now Concord), New Hamp-
shire. He was described at this time as a well built man near-
ly six feet tall with handsome features, bright blue eyes and 
• 3 dark auburn hair. His fame in experiments had preceded hLm~ 
and his trhandsom,e face, noble person, and grace of manners made 
him a favoriten. 4 While he was at Rumford he met and married 
1. Drake, Samuel A., Historic Fields and Mansions of Middlesex. 
Boston; James R. Osgood and Company, 1874. p. 428. 
2. Lossing, Benson J., Eminent Americans. New York; American 
Book Exchange, 1881. p. 269. 
3. Drake, Samuel A., Historic Fields, p. 429 
4. Lossin Benson Eminent kffie~iCJliliL 
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Mrs. Sarah Rolfe, the daughter of Rev. Timothy Walker, the firs• 
minister of Rumford, and widow of Col. Benjamin Rolfe, one of 
the early settlers. 
Thompson became acquainted with Governor Wentworth and grew 
in his favor, arid was offered the office of Major in one of the 
New Hampshire regiments. Thompson t s acceptance of such a pos~-
tion was probably a great mistake. This promotion was deeply 
resented by fellow officers, and they let no opportunity pass 
to do him injury. 
When the Revolutionary War broke out, his enemies ~read 
the story that he was not faithful to his country, but had held 
criminal correspondence with Governor Wentworth and with Gener-
al Gage. In va~n did Thompson explain that his correspondence 
with Wentworth was not concerned with politics, and that it had 
taken place before the Governor had avowed himself a Tory; and 
that his correspondence with General Gage consisted of six line 
asking him to o~der two pardoned deserters of the British Army 
not to reveal fue name of the man (Thompson) who had harbored 
them and persuaded them to ret~n to their pQst.5 Resentment 
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towards him grew and be was forced to flee to his mother• s home 
in Woburn. Suspicion followed him and he was arrested and tried 
at the meeting house in Woburn !!before the Committee of Corres-1 
pondence, upon the charge of dis saffection to the cause of his 
country11.6 He was released but not fully acquitted. The Provinj 
5. Renwick, James, nLife of Count Rumford 11 , in Jared Sparks, Ed , 
The Library of American Biography. Boston: Charles E. Little 
and James Brown, 1845. volume 5., pp. 210-216. 
6. Sewall, Samuel, The History of Woburn. Boston: Alfred Mudge 
and Son,· 1868. p. 393. 
cial Congress refused to review his case. Deeply resenting his 
treatment, and f:ailing to procure a commard in the American 
Army, be went to Boston which was then under the control of Gen 
eral Gage. When Gage's successor, General Howe, evacuated Bos-
ton for Halifax, he sent his dispatches containing the news to 
England by Thompson. 7 
While in England he was offered public employment and 
accepted it, and within four years after his arrival there, he 
was made Under-Secretary of State. A few years later While 
traveling on the Continent he was introduced to Qharle s Frederi , 
Elector and Duke of Bavaria, who offered him a desirable posi- j 
tion. Thompson returned to England to seek permission to accep 
the position, was granted it and knighted by the English king. 
Sir Benjamin Thompson while in Bavaria had many honors 
conferred upon him, among them'Chief of the Regency during the 
sovereign's abs.ence in 1796. He accomplished many civil and 
military reforms in Bavaria and during his ten years service 
produced such great changes in the health conditions of the 
poor, that be won the respect and admiration of all classes. 
To express tbeir gratitude the people of Munich erected a hand-
some monument with appropriate inscription upon it commemorativ 
' 
of his deeds, in a beautiful park which through his efforts was 
converted from a barren waste. A replica of this statue holds 
e an imposing place on the lawn of the Woburn Public Library. 
When in 1796 Munich was assailed by an Austrian amy, Sir 
7. French, Allen, General Gage's Informers. Michigan: Univer~ 
sity of Michigan Press, 1932. p. 129. 
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Benjamin Thompson commanded the Bavarian troops, and conducted 
the defense so successfully that he won the highest praises 
throughout Europe. The Bavarian monarch showed his appreciation 
by creating him Count of the Holy Roman Empire. He chose the 
title Count of Rumford from the town of Rumford, New Hampshire. 
Many historians state that President John Adams once invi-
ted Thompson to return to America to take charge of West Point, 
but he refused tbe honor because he felt that his work in Eunop 
was too important to leave.8 However, late in the year 1798 he 
wrote to his friend Loammi Baldwin asking him to look for a 
in the vicinity of Boston as he was forming plans to return to 
the United States. Baldwin, therefore, purchased a home situa-
ted near his own, and approximately one-half mile from Rumford' 
original birthplace. This home was built by Joseph Bartlett, a 
lawyer, and is now known as the tfl790 House t1. But the Count's 
plans were abandoned 2nd he never returned to his native land. 
He changed his plans that he might assist in the establishment 
of the Royall Institution in England for the advancement of 
scientific knowledge.9 
In later ye~rs after he had completed his political life i 
Bavaria he married the widow of the celebrated Lavoisier, often 
called the Father of Modern Chemistry. The remainder of his 
days were spent at his villa in Auteuil, France. He died there 
e on August 21, 1814 ttthus depriving mankind of one of its most 
8. Ellis, George E., Memoir of Sir Bep.j.amin Thompson, Count 
Rumford. Canbridge: University Press, 1871. p. 359. 
9. Renwick, James, Life ~f Count Rumford. pp. 164-166. 
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eminent benefactors, and science of one of its brightest orna-
ments.11 10 
Thompson, however, did not forget his native land. Beside~ 
providing amply for his mother, he established the Rumford Pro-
fessorship at Harvard University and liberally endowed the 
American Academy of Arts ani Sciences. Every two years the Rum-fl. 
ford Wmal is awarded to the person doing the most outstanding II 
work on heat and light. Among the r~cipients of this medal hav~ 
been Davy, known for his experiments with galvanic batteries, 
and for the naming of Chlorine; Faraday, known for his magnetic 
theory, and his experiments with the condensat'ion of gases; 
Pasteur, knownf6r his discovery of a cure for rabies, and for 
his theory that sterilization prevents infection; and Tyndall 
also known for his magnetic theories.ll 
One of the holders of the Rumford Chair at Harvard Univer-
sity, Professor Eben Horsford, in 1854 in partnership with 
George F. Wilson opened a factory in What was then Seekonk, 
Massachusetts, but later becrume East Providence, Rhode Island. 
This factory became the Rumford Baking Works and in time the 
community and chemical works acquired tbe jr name from them. 12 
Count Rumford 1 s contributions to civilization are numerous 
and his complete works number many volumes. The Rumford BakinJ 
I Po-w:Br. Company says of Count Rumford:l3 
lo. Renwick, James, Life of Count Rumford. p. 201. 
11. Ellis, George E., Memoir of Count Rumford. p. 247. 
12. Eighty years of Baking Powder History. Rumford, Rhode Island: 
Rumford Chemical Works, 1939. p. 6. 
13. Ibid., p. 8. . 
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ttNot only was he the first to study diet, 
he was. the first to advocate drip coffee; 
to suggest holes in pots and p0ns so they· 
could be hung up; to analyze fue·ls and the 
management of heat, and devise the modern 
air tight oven - a century and a third ago; 
to conceive·effective ovens, and roasters, 
and tea kettles, and boilers; • • • • • • and to 
contribute the .first thoughts on insulation. n 
On a tablet in Rum.ford Hall in the Chemists Club Building 
in New York City appear the following words: 
ttBy the discovery of the transformation of. 
mechanical force into he at he laid the found-
ation :for the theory of the conservation of 
energy. His studies in the economy of fuel 
consumption represent the first conscious 
effort toward the conservation of natural re-
sources. He was a pioneer in steam heating 
and domestic sanitation. n 
Count Rumford 1 s death occurred on August 21, 1814, and he 
was buried in Auteuil, France. Perhaps a lasting tribute was 
given to this great chemist of American birth When the late 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt said that in his opinion Thomas 
Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin and Count Rumford were the three 
greatestminds that American had produced.l4 
14. Sir Benjamin Thompson, Count of Ru~ford. (leaflet). Rumford 
H~storical Society. Woburn, Massachusetts. 
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; XII. COLONEL LOAMMI BALDWIN 
As you ride'through Woburn going north toward Wilmington, 
you come to a fork, the left branch of which is Elm Street. At 
the center of this fork is a small green or common which con-
tains a statue of Loammi Baldwin. Across Elm Street from this 
common is a large house. The house, built in 1661 by Henry 
Baldwin, one of the town 1 s first settlers, was remodeled as it 
appears now in 1802 by Loammi, and was occupied for many years 
by his decendants. It was only recently that the house was 
sold to a privat~ party and made over into apartments, but to 
most Woburnites it continues to be known as Baldwin Mansion. 
While you are standing on this green, you not only see his home, 
but glancing to the left you see the remains of the Middlesex 
Canal of which he was chief engineer and propietor. 
His father and grandfather before him had been born in 
Woburn, and his great-grandfather, Deacon Henry Baldwin, was one 
of Woburn's first citizens having been one of the original 
thirty-two subscribers to the Town Orders drawn at Charlestown, 
~assachusetts, a: selectman, and a deacon of the church.l 
Loammi was born ;January 21, 1745, at New Bridge which was the 
original name. for North Woburn. (Perhaps it is worthy of note 
that the street opposite Saint Anthony's church and connecting 
~ain Street with Elm Street is named Newbridge Avenue.) He early 
1. Woburn Town Eecords, Volume I., p. 2. 
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showed signs of being a good student and for many years was a 
pupil of Master Fowle~ a noted teacher of the Grrurrmar School in 
Woburn. As a young boy he was apprenticed to the trade of cab-
inet making and worked at it for several years. His father, 
James Baldwin, was a carpenter by trade. Later Loammi Baldwin 
became a surveyor. 
One of Baldwin's closest friends was Benjamin Thompson, 
later Count Rumford. The two boys would often walk from Woburn 
to Cambridge to attend lectures on mathmatics and physics given 
by Professor Johr Winthrop of Harvard College. Upon his gradu-
ation, with honor, Loammi became a civil engineer. 
When the Revolutionary War broke out, Major Baldwin on the 
nineteenth of April led a company of Minute Men to Lexington. 
In Apri~ 1776, he followed George Washingto~ to New York City, 
where he assumed command of his regiment and the rank of Colon-
el. He was wit~ Washington in his retreat across the western 
side of the Delaware River, and again accompanied Washington on 
that memorable Christmas day when one thousand Hessian troops 
were surprised and captured at Trenton, New Jersey. Soon after-
ward he was dis charged from the army because of poor he a1th. 2 
In 1780 he was appointed High Sheriff of Middlesex County, 
being the f1rst man to hold this office after the adoption of 
tbe state constitution. In the years from 1778 through 1804, 
Baldwin represented Woburn in the General Count. In 1787 Loammi 
Baldwin and thirty-six others protested the action of the town 
2. Sewall, Samuel~ History of Woburn. p. 387. 
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at the time of Shays' Rebellion. 3 The farmers in the time after 
tbe Revolutionary War were suffering bitter hardshif& Many of 
them had had to mortgage their farms during the war and now were 
unable to get money for their produce. They were in danger of 
losing their farms, arrl even of being put into prison for debt. 
In 1786 there was a rebellion of the farmers in western Massa-
chUBtts, headed by Daniel Shays, a captain in the Revolutio~ary 
War. The rebels wished to stop the lawsuits against debtors, 
and they broke up all the courts sitting in their district. The 
revolt was finally put down by militia from the eastern part of 
tbe State, and the leaders were arrested. The Town of Woburn 
voted January 29, 1787 -
1!1... Not to give any encouragement to the men 
called out to go into the present Expedition. 
2. Not to aid or assist in the present Expedi-
tion. 11 4 
As a result of the protest the town reconsidered the votes it 
had previously c13-st on this subject. 
The Woburn Library is indebted to the Baldwin family for 
many of its books. Loammi Baldwin was a member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. He had a large library of civil 
engineering. It was increased to about 2,000 volumes by his 
sons George and Loammi (famous in his own right) and presented 
many years ago to the City of Woburn. The books for many years 
have been lent to Massachusetts Institute of Technology and may 
be used there at any time. 
The name of Baldwin is famous in another respect. Who 
3. Sewall, Samuel, History of Woburn. p. 387 
4. Ibid. p. 388. 
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hasn't heard of the Baldwin apple1 Loammi was interested in 
farming and cultivating fruit. It was he Who perfected the 
Baldwin apple a~d brought it into use. There is a monument 
erected to this ~ple on Winter Street in North Woburn about two 
miles north of Baldwin 1 s home. It seems that one day while 
Loammi Baldwin w,as surveying land on Butters Rowe in Wilmington 
near tbe boundaries of Woburn and Burlington, he noticed a largE 
number of woodpeckers around a certain tree. He investigated 
to see what was attracting the birds and found it to be an applE 
tree·. Later he returned to graft a piece from this tree. He 
urged his friends to do likewise, and often wben he journeyed tc 
other parts of the state he took with him scions and distributed 
trem. The cultivated apples were often called Butters apples 
or woodpecker ap,Ples. One day when guests were visiting Bald-
win and had eaten the tasty apple a man asked him by what name 
they were called. Baldwin replied that there was no special 
name, to just call them Baldwin apples. So since that time the~ 
have been called by this name.5 
Perhaps Baldwin's greatest feat was the construction of thE 
Middlesex Canal,~ which will be discussed in a later chapter. He 
did not live to ,see the canal in tbe height of its glory as his 
death occured October 8, 1799. 
5. Sewall, Samuel, History of Woburn. p. 389. 
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XIII~ THE MIDDLESEX CANAL 
We have all' heard of the Panama Cana~ and the Suez Canal, 
I 
but how·much do we know about the canals within the United 
States? The canal era in America is an interesting subject. 
Trains of course did not come into use until after 1829. Buses 
were not heard of until after the coming of the trains. Then 
what was the chief manner of travel? Feet, horses, carriages 
and stagecoaches were the only means until the construction of 
canals. Canals not only eased the burden of travel for many, 
but also caused business to grow as water freight rates cost 
less than those of land travel. States hastened to build canal~ 
as the interior growth of our nation was starting Bnd all won-
dered What share of the trade would each state have in the fu-
ture. 
In the period from 1800 to 1835 canal building was all the 
rage. These canals were not confined :.to the East. There were 
many short and some long canals built in the West. The East 
wanted routes to the west to market the products of its newly 
developing factories. The West in turn wanted to market its 
goods in the East. The growing importance of New Orleans as 
~ the metropolis of the West was beginning to alarm the cities 
of the East. It looked as if their future as markets might be 
in danger. The.eastern cities, however, did not cooperate with 
each other in trying to attract western trade, for they were 
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jealous of one another. 
The chief competitors for the business o:e tbe West were 
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and Charleston, although 
smaller communities from Boston to Savannah also had their hope~ 
for this western trade. New York had no good entrance to the, 
West before 1820. The Iroquois Indicns were not a danger after 
1800, but roads were poor. Philadelphia was in an equally bad 
situation. Baltimore was in the best position for western 
trade, but, even for Baltimore, conditions were not satisfactorJ• 
The long haul over the mountains had to meet the dangerous com-
petition for the: longer but cheaper river trip to New Orleans. 
Charleston had the poorest facilities for western trade of any 
of the four cities.l 
Each of the cities rea*ized the danger wnich it faced of 
losing western trade either to New Orleans or to one of the 
other eastern cities, and as a result each grasped eagerly at 
the cure-all for transportation in the 1820's and 1830's - the 
canal. New York rompleted her canal - the Erie Canal connect-
ing the Hudson Biver with Lake Erie - in 1825. The Erie Canal, 
now called the New York State Barge. Canal, was little more than 
a big ditch, but it gave New York a leading position. 
Philadelphia viewed with alarm the building of the :Erie 
Canal. She realized tba t this might me an loss of trade to her. 
e She at once set about constructing a canal system over the 
mountains. It was a marvelous combination of canals, inclined 
]!-Riegel, Robert E., .America Moves West. New York: Henry H@i t:·.and 
Company, 1930. p. 249. 
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planes, and "new:-fangled 11 railroads. Travelers cam."e from far 
and near to see it and ride over it. \~en the canal ended, the 
canal boat was dragged on wheels up the mountain on an inclin-
ed plane by means of a tow rope which was fastened to a station-
ary engine. Onde up the mountain the boat was lowered down the 
other side.2 
Baltimore, not to be outdone, started work on a canal also 
Conditions were 'not favorable in Charleston for the building of 
canals. 
The result of eastern competition for western business was 
tbe emergence of New York with a clear· advantage in the Erie 
Canal mich furnished~.· the most adequate· East-West transporta-
tion. 
Early in the history of canals, Boston felt the need of 
something to connect her with the interior cities and towns. 
To be sure tbe city had its great harbor, and it teemed with 
merchants and traders, but Boston had no river of great import-
~ 
ance to bind her to her sister tovms inland. Shipbuilding was 
also in danger. 
liThe towering trees of earlier years were now 
rare near the coast, and a Boston man could 
appreciate New Hampshire as a well-stocked 
magazine of masts and naval timber. Rivers 
and rivers alone in those days unlocked the 
valleys. Boston, ill-favored by nature, po-
ssessed no key to their. bounty. n3 
~ She was so close to Europe she could easily become Americats 
outstanding seaport - yet - her future looked dim. 
2. Riegel, Robert E., America Moves West. p. 254. 
3. Roberts, Christopher, The Middlesex Canal. Cambridge: Harvar< 
University Press, 1938. p. 17. 
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In 1793 a plan was laid out to connect Boston with New 
Hampshire by a canal through Middlesex County to the Merrimac 
River which flows from Lake Winipiseogee in New Hampshire 
through Lowell, Massachusetts, and empties into the ocean at 
Salisbliry, Massachusetts. The canal was to run from Boston to 
Lowell. 
The original idea of the Middlesex Canal is credited to 
James Sullivan, then Attorney-General of Massachusetts.4 On 
June 22, 1793 Governor John Hancock, signer of the Declaration 
of Independence, signed the act which formed the company, nThe 
Proprietors of the Middlesex Canal n. 5 Loammi Baldwin was made 
first vice-president of the company. ttHe was responsible as 
engineer and constructor for more decisions on the ground than 
any other of his associates 11 • 6 It was here that Loammi Baldwin, 
junior, and his four brothers received their early training in 
civil engineering. The younger Loammi became even more famous 
as an engineer than his father and came to be called the father 
of civil engineering in America. 7 
Baldwin was sent to Philadelphia to engage the services of 
Mr. Weston, a noted English engineer.8 The land was surveyed 
many times and the workers often stopped to dine at the Misha-
wum House9 run by Ichabod Parker. 
It was a colorful ceremony, when on September 10, 1794 
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4. 
5. 
6. 
Amory, Thomas C., Life of James Sullivan. Phila.: CoTiins, 18~~. 
Massachusetts Statues, Private and Special, Vol. I., p. 465. 
Roberts, Christopher, The Middlesex Canal. p. 33. 
Vos e, George L., A Sketch of the Life and Works of Loa.mmi 
Baldwin, Divil Engineer. Boston: Press of G.H.Ellis,l885. p.l::. 
Roberts, Christopher; The Middlesex Canal. p. 49. 
7. 
8. 
9. Ibid • , p • 55 • 
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Baldwin turned the first sod. Others followed suit, each pro-
nouncing a sentence chosen for the accasion. Judge Winthrop 
closed the ceremony with the words: - 11May Providence give 
eternal prosperity to this Canaln .10 
The work took ten years to complete. The canal ran from · 
the Merrimac in North Chelmsford, which is now part of Lowell, 
by way of Billerica, Wilmington, Woburn and Winchester to Med-
ford. It connected the Mystic River in Medford with the Mill 
Pond in Charlestown. Remains of this waterway may be seen to-
day. The hiker .may walk along the old bed or tow path for many 
of the twenty-seven miles and motorists are able to see relics 
here and there from the highway. Perhaps the largest tract re-
maining which contains water is beside the railroad tracks in 
Central Square, Woburn. An interesting view of the canal may 
be seen at Baldwin r s Crossin·g in North Woburn; for here the 
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canal flows past the Baldwin Mansion and past the small public 
square adorned with the statue of Loammi Baldwin. From Baldwin s 
Crossing the canal flows to Central Square and on to Woburn Cen 
ter, passing behind the site of the present public library. 
Here one of the chief engineering feats of the canal took place 
in the fonn of three sets of double locks called Stoddard or 
Horn Pond Locks Which accomplished a descent of fifty feet. 
Stone Lock was iocated about a mile and a half farther on at thE 
crossing of Horn Pond Brook. Water was taken in here from Horn 
Pond, the only source other than the Concord River.. The canal 
then wound its way south to Winchester and on to., Med.ford.ll 
10. 'f\oberts, Christopher, The Middlesex Canal. p. 65. 
11. Ibid •. n. 195. 
The most imposing stru~ture Which remains is the stone 
pier a short distance north of where route 129 crosses the 
Shawsheen River .on the Wilmington-Billerica town line. Here thE 
canal crossed tbe river in an aqueduct thirty-five f'eet in the 
air. One of the stone piers remains in almost its original 
condition. From Winchester to Charlestown little trace can be 
found, although in Foss Park, Somerville, there is a marker 
showing the approximate location at that point. 
The average monthly wage paid to the common laborer during 
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tbe firs.t few years of construction was nine dollars. This latEr 
rose to about twelve dollars. 
The stone layers were paid eighteen dollars and the aver-
age carpenter twenty dollars per month plus board. Carpenters 
were the highest paid skilled workers on the cana1.12 
One of the greatest troubles that bad to be overcome ·in 
construction was leakage. Stopgates by vJhich the canal could 
be divided into separate parts were installed in case .a leak 
should occur.l3 Another great problem was the construction of 
locks. Some of the locks were made of wood, and therefore had 
to be kept constantly in repair. This ate up much of the pro-
fit of the canal company. Other locks were made of cement and 
these were found to be much more durable. To Baldwin.is given 
credit for the construction of these cement locks which were 
~- admired by representatives of many contemporary canal companies 14 
Long before the Erie Canal was begun, the Middlesex Canal was 
12. Roberts, Christopher, The Middlesex Canal. p. 82. 
13. Ibid., p. 92. 
14. TOIU., p. 99. 
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completed and opened for businessl The date of opening 
December 31, 1803.15 On the canal were many types of boats. 
Some were owned privately and others were owned by the canal 
company and rented from it. The capacity of the canal boats 
was about twenty tons, the speed for passenger boats about four 
or five miles per hour. Official regulations set the speed 
limit at two and a half miles per hour for luggage boats and one 
and a half miles per hour for rafts. Most of the boats were 
painted with designs so that they could be easily recognized. 
The most famous of the canal boats was the ttGovernor Sulli-
vann. It was luxurious and contained many comforts. It was one 
of the few covered boats. Let us suppose we take an imaginary 
trip on that boat to the Horn Pond House in Woburn. First we 
must catch the stage which leaves Boston for Charlestown at 
seven in the morning. The boat leaves Charlestown at eight 
o t clock.l6 As we board tbe 11 Governor Sulli van11 we can see 
luggage or merchandise boats loading at the pier. 
ttThey are about seventy-five feet long, nine 
feet wide in the middle, and a little narrowed 
at the ends; flat bottomed across the full 
width, but the bottom sloped or rounded up from 
near the mid-length of the boat, both towards 
the stem and stern, so that while the sides were 
level on top and about three feet deep at mid-
length, they were only a foot or less in depth 
at either end.ttl7 
The rudder was a long oar on the center of the stern. It was 
about eighteen inches wide and ten feet long. Three large 
15. Roberts, Christopher, The Middlesex Canal. p. 114. 
16. Ibid., p. 138. 
1-7. Herbert Pierce Yeaton, 11Historical Sketch of the Middlesex 
Canaln, Historic Leaves, Somerville: III, l, 1904. p.4. 
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scull oars about sixteen feet long and six inches wide and threE 
pike poles completed the equipment. Often the boats were sup-
plied with a small pile of stones or green apples which were 
'If kept ready to encourage the horse.l8 Most of these boats are 
dravm by one horse, but we find the one we are boarding drawn 
by two horses tandem (one before the other). As we pass by our 
boatman we notice that he carries a long tin horn. This he 
blows when approaching a lock. On entering the cabin we dis-
cover that it is carpeted and contains several berths.l9 
As we glide along our way we notice the structure of the 
canal. We are told that the entire main ·canal is:-
11
- twenty-seven and one quarter miles long, 
thirty feet wide at the surface, eighteen 
feet wide at the bottom, and four feet deep 
with seven aqueducts, over rivers and streams, 
twenty locks and crossed by fifty bridges.n20 
(The Erie Canal when built was ten feet wider at the top ahd 
bottom but no deeper. 21) Boats pass carrying such articles as 
ashes, butter, cheese, beef, pork, cider and grains to Boston. 
From Boston to New Hampshire go suCh products as groceries, 
codfish, mackerel, salt, lime and plaster.22 Soon we arrive at 
the Hprn Pond House in Woburn. Horn Pond, called Lake Innitou 
by the Indians, had become a noted resort. 
11 The combination of the lake with its fine 
scenery, the then famous locks, the command-
ing view from the hill over water, mountains 
and forest, with the novelty of seeing tbe 
process of 'locking 1 the boats, and the rafts 
18. Yeaton, t1Middlesex Canal!!, II, 3, 1904. p. 4. 
19. Roberts, Christopher, The Middlesex Canal, p. 93. 
20. Yeaton, "Middlesex Canal 11 , I, 1, 1904 •. p. 58. 
21. Riegel, Robert, America Moves West, p. 251. 
22. Roberts, Christophe:r, The Middlesex Canal, p. 26. 
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of logs 'shotr t~ugh, tbe pleasure sails 
on the lake and on tbe canal by tbe Packet 
Boat, General Sullivan, with its nearness to 
Boston, early attracted public attention to 
the spot. n23 
So great was the demand at the resort that four hotels, 
each one larger and finer than the one before were built. The 
last one was known as the Horn Pond House and was located on 
what is now known as the Hudson Estate on Hudson Road. Dr. 
Thomas Glennon 1 s home on the corner of Hudson Street and Arling-
ton Road has as part of its foundation today some of the slabs 
that were used in the old locks. These slabs were uncovered 
when excavation for the house began. 
At the Horn Pond House in the summer were large numbers of 
boarders. Groups from Boston and elsewhere came to spend the 
day. 
ttHere came Boston t s Military:· the Pulaski 
Guards, New England Guards, the Tigers with 
their peculiar yell, the Ancient and Honor-
able Artillery Company, the Charlestown Light 
Infantry, all crack organizations at the time, 
with others from a distance. These often en-
camped on the flat bacJ:;: of the Hotel". 24 
The grounds around the hotel and at the pond had all kinds 
of conveniences. There was a large pavilion on the hill near 
the wharf for dances, and another one at the hotel. In the 
pines near the wharf were two open-air bowling alleys. On the 
island, so desolate today, was a large builling with other bowl-
~ ing alleys and a good restaurant. A ferry boat ran constantly 
fr~m the mainland to the island to carry the crowds back and 
23. Converse, Parker L., Legends of Woburn, Series II.~ p. 95. 
24. Ibid., p. 96. 
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forth. 25 
While we are stopping at the Horn Pond House, we are sur-
prised at the number of Indians encmaped in the vicinity. It 
seems that these Old Town or Penobscot Indians are quite an 
attraction at the 11 Locks 1f every summer. They pitch camp on the 
.f!lat just south of the hotel, forming quite a village with thei 
picturesque tepees. These redmen are part of the great Algonki 
Nation and speak that language. They have brought their bark 
canoes with them and these may be seen constantly on the lake. 
There was a tradition years ago that an Indian once killed his 
squaw near the pond. Carrying her body out in a canoe, he sank 
it a little distance from the mouth of the brook at the north 
end. Ever since then she occasionally puts her head out the 
water groaning and screaming just as she did the time he killed 
her. The Indians pass the time of day playing cards, making 
baskets or canoeing, and fishing on the lake. No one at the 
Horn Pond House seems to pay much attention to them. In this 
setting we watch the packet boat Governor Sullivan pull out of 
sight on its way on to Lowell. 
The canal ca:rre to feel the superior power of the steam 
engine, and business begfu~ to fail. The last boat, run by Joel 
Dix of.Billerica,passed along the canal April 14, 1852. Thus 
the Middlesex Canal passed into history after almost fifty year. 
~ of service. 
25. Converse, Parker L., Legends of Woburn. Series II, p. 99. 
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XIV. CHARLES GOODYEAR 
11 What r s in a name? 11 
Shakespeare 
On December 29, 1800, in New Haven, Connecticut, Charles 
Goodyear was bar'n. Charles must have come by his curiosity and 
inventiveness naturally for his father before him was an inven-
tor. Amasa Goodyear was also a m~ufacttirer, merchant, and 
small farmer. He invented in 1802 the first closed lamp for 
burning oil, and in 1810 he brought forth a spring steel hay 
fork. He is credited also withmanufacturing the first pearl 
buttons in America, and his metal buttons adorned the United 
States uniforms in 1812.1 · 
Charles had one sister and four brothers. Life was not 
easy far him. Until he was seventeen nothing especially import-
ant seems to have happened to him. He helped his father in the 
factory, store, and on the farm. In 1817 he was placed with the 
large firm of importers and manufacturers' agents, Rogers and 
Brothers, dealing principally in hardware in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, with ihe understanding tbat he remain there until 
he came of age. This he did and in 1821 he returned to New 
Haven to become a partner in the firm of A. Goodyear and Son. 
The firm dealt chiefly in the products of his father's factory. 
When Charles was twenty-four, he married Clarissa Beecher 
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1. Barker,P.W., Charles Goodyear. Boston: G.L.Cabot,Inc.,l940. ];.1. 
whom he bad known since school days. She was a valiant woman 
with strong character. As Mrs. Goodyear she came to know pover-
ty, debt, hunger and ridicule. Four of her nine children died 
before her, and s l:e herself died in a foreign land far from 
friends when her husband was ill, and worn with a thousand cares 
But how does Woburn enter this picture? - After Charles 
was married, he continued for two years to work in his father 1 s 
firm. In 1826 he moved to Philadelphia to open the first retail 
hardware store in the United States. In the winter of 1829, 
Goodyear suffered from over work f!:nd an attack of dyspepsia, 
and he never again enjoyed good health. Failure in health was 
followed by failure in business. His was one of the early fail-
ures Which were the forerunners of a general panic which swept 
tbe'country in 1837. Back of his failure in business was the 
Tariff Act of 1828, called the 1'Tariff of Abominations 11 , which 
had increased the price of New England manufac~res to the point 
where Southern plantation owners, the leading customers, could 
no longer pay. The Goodyear business, being a small one, was 
among the first failures.2 
Charles then set up a blacksmith shop and tried by this 
method to pay his creditors. This he was not able to do, and 
so, for.awhile, was imprisoned for debt. 
Nevertheless, he was not easily discouraged. Rubber had 
been of curious interest to Goodyear, since his youth. He had 
seen a crude bottle of it made by Brazilian natives, and had 
2. Pierce, Bradflord K., Trials of an Inventor: Life and Dis cove:q 
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ies of Charles Goodyear. New York: Carlton and Porter, 1866. p.33. 
cut a piece from it to use as an eraser. Always in his mind 
was tbe idea of making a fabric from rubber. Rubber has been 
in use fDr a number of years, but the rubber shoes and boo.ts 
tore easily, softened in the heat, stiffened in the cold and 
shrunk. In 1831, Edwin Marcus Chaffee in Roxbury, Massachusetts, 
invented a flowing or spreading machine for applying a rubber 
solution to entire lengths of cloth, as much as ten yards at a 
time. As a result on February 11, 1833, the first company for 
manufacturing rubber in the United States was organized at Rox-
bury. The rubber business extended soon to Boston, Chelsea, 
Framingham, Salem and Lynn. Even so, again business seemed 
doomed. Chaffeets machine for spreading the rubber could have 
no control over the weather. In winter the rubber garments 
hardened and cracked. In SQmmer the heat made the rubber run 
into an ill-smelling mass, for which the only solution was bury~ 
ing it. It remained for Charles Goodyear and his process of 
vulcanization to solve the weather problem. 
Not much is known of Goodyearts first five years of experi~ 
ments with rubber except what he wrote in his own book, Gum 
Elastic. He traveled a great deal during the period 1834-1838 
b~nning in Philadelphia and moving to New York, New Haven, 
Boston, Roxbury, Staten Island, Washington and finally settling 
in Woburn in the fall of 1838. While Goodyear devoted himself 
to his experiments his property and possessions were sold littl 
by little to feed and clothe his family. Finally success seeme 
almost within his grasp. A financial backer was found in New 
York and his experiments became more and more successful; but 
I 
··~ 
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lady luck again ran out on him in the Panic of 1837, and his 
financial backer William Ballard went bankrupt. Goodyear then 
moved his family to Staten Island. One day he went on a visit 
to New York and there became acquainted with John Haskins from 
Roxbury, Massachusetts. Haskins was one of the original stock-
holders of the Roxbury India Rubber Factory. They met in the 
company's store and Goodyear's easy manner of friendship was to 
make them fast friends for many years. Haskins was immediately 
interested in Goodyear's experiments and invited him to visit 
the factory of the company in Roxbury. 3 
Somehow the funds were raised for the trip. Once in Rox-
bury the company president gave him a place in tbe plant for 
his experiments. Here Goodyear made many rubber articles -
ladies1 capes, table covers, and boots. He and many others 
thought he had finally found the secret of success, only to fine· 
with the return of warm weather that it was the old story againJ 
The beautiful things, including gover~ent mail bags, again de-
composed and became sticky. 
Goodyear 1 s account with the company had been drawn on for 
two or three thousand dollars and so the president of the com-
PanY asked him to discontinue his experiments.4 
In 1838 Goodyear came to Woburn and purchased the Eagle 
India Rubber Company Which had been in operation since 1835. 
-~ In a short While he was forced to sell the factory to its pre-
vious owner because of his many debts. It was at this time tha• 
3. Barker, P.W., Charles Goodyear. p. 21. 
4. Pierce, B. K., Trials of an Inventor. p. 100. 
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he discovered his process of vulcanization of rubber - that is -
to treat rubber with sulfur by chemical means to make it heat 
and cold resistant, and to improve its strength and elasticity. 
There are many theories as to just where in East Woburn this 
important discovery took place. _P. W .. Barker in his biography 
of Goodyear claims that at the time the Goodyear family was re-
siding in Roxbury, but that Goodyear himself made many trips to 
Woburn to work at the factory even after he was forced to sell 
it. Barker states that Goodyear claimed he made the important 
discovery at a home in Woburn where he stopped whenever he visi 
ted the.factory. Goodyear never stated the exact home he meantJ 
but the most likely place was the home of Elizabeth Emerson, 
who managed a boarding house at which at one time or another 
practically all of the members of the Eagle India Rubber Com-
pany had boarded. Barker further states that after his partial 
success Goodyear moved his family first to Lynn and then to 
East Woburn. 5 
The accepted theory in Woburn is that Goodyear brought his 
family here to live when he bought the rubber factory. Even 
after the loss of the factory he carried on the experiments. 
Another biographer calls this period 11 The Hour of Trialtr.6 
Neighbors recalled the aged father borrowing small things with 
tears in his eyes - a wheelbarrow of fire wood, a cup of sugar, 
e a little flour, a few potatoes. Goodyear also borrowed, until 
his credit ran out. He pavmed everything he could, including 
5. Barker, P. W., Charles Goodyear. pp. 33-41. 
6. Pierce, B. K., Trials of an Inventor. p. 86. 
l 
58 
his children's school books. He fished thest~eams for bull 
frogs and turtles. Indeed he seemed more a i'i sherman than a 
rubber manufacturer. One day he carelessly dropped a piece of 
rubber treated with sulfur on top of the kitchen stove; this 
was the beginning of vulcanization. The inventor was always 
slightly piqued when people said his discovery was an accident. 
He says, 
nWhile the inventor admits that these dis cov-
eries were not the result of scientific chem-
ical investigations, he is not willing to ad-
mit that they were the result of what is common-
ly termed accident; he claims them to be the 
resulta of the closest application and observa-
tion.n'l 
The home where it is believed he discovered his process of 
vulcanization still stands today unmarked and unnoticed at 281 
Montvale Avenue about two miles from Woburn Center on route 128 
Goodyearrs troubles were not over. There still remained 
the problem of controlling the heat. Money was needed for fur-
ther experiments, and financial backers were hard to find. He 
managed to borrow fifty cb llars to go to New York. There he 
secured the aid of William Rider and his brother Emory. The 
inventor claims that his first real success in vulcanizing 
large sheets of rubberized fabric did not come until 1842. 8 
Old debts, however, caught up with him and he spent some time 
again in prison. To his credit is the .fact that the first pro-
fits from his discovery of vulcanization went to pay his debts. 
7. Goodyear, Charles, GLun Elastic and Its Varietiesd with a 
Detailed Account o.f Its Application and Uses, an of the 
Discovery of Vulcanization. New Haven: Published .for the 
Author, 1.853. p. 120. 
8. Ibid. p. 127. 
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Fame soon acclaimed him. He gained great recognition from his 
exhibition at the worldts fair in London in 1851. Trouble came 
again to Goodyear and it was necessary for him to protect his 
patent rights in the Great India Rubber Case of Charles Goodyeax 
versus Horace H. Day. It is interesting to note that the great 
Daniel Webster left his duties as· Secretary of State to be the 
counsel for Goodyear. Needless to say~ Daniel Webster won his 
case.9 
Later Goodyear went to Europe to try to raise money by 
selling licenses to use his patent. His exhibition in France 
was commended by Napolean III. He returned home a sick man~ 
victim of his own experiments. Our Connecticut Yankee died on 
July 1, 1860 at the age of fifty-nine, still in debt - cause of 
death - lead poisoning. But truly he is indebted to no one. 
It is we who are indebted to him since that eventful day in 
Woburn in January 1839. 
9. Harvey,. Peter, Reminiscences and Anecdotes of Daniel Webster • 
. Boston: Little Brown and Company, 1877. p. 79. 
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XV. COMMUNITY LIFE IN THE PRE CIVIL WAR DAYS~l 
Improvements in any city or town come slowly, but the new-
ne-s·s and novelty quickly wear away. How lucky our forefatb.ers 
would have thought themselves had they had but half the conven-
iences which we today take so much for granted. Many of these 
changes and improvements took place less than one hundred years 
ago. An interesting example is lighting. In the year 1857 
burglaries were getting to be common in the town, and as a re-
sult, lighting the streets was being discussed, and the town 
voted to have a certain number of lamp posts erected- only to 
find later complaints that the gas was shut off too early from 
motives of economy. In February of the next year kerosene 
lamps came into use in Woburn, and in September 1859 the Meth-
odist Church was being lighted by gas. 
Other changes which came about in 1859 were steam whistles 
on the tanneries, settes on the common, and a new stone tank 
for watering horses on the south corner of the common. This 
tank was thought to be a m9st valuable convenience. In Feb-
ruary 1859 a sewing machine was on display at Tearers Taylor 
Shop on Main Street. This was the first introduction of this 
new machine to the people of Woburn. Others soon followed at a 
~ selling price of twelve dollars. 
There were changes in the educational field at this perio~ 
1. The material in the following pages is adapted from the Wob-
urn Journal issues of 1857 to 1863. 
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also. The adults were conscious of their own educational im-
provement as well as of their children 1 s. Lyceum lectures in 
Woburn's Lyceum Hall were inaugurated and found to be quite 
popular. We find such noted lecturers as the Reverend Henry 
Ward Beecher, Wende.ll Phillips, and Ralph Waldo Emerson as 
Woburn 1 s guests. A brief glance at the school records shows 
that in 1858 there were five graduates from the Woburn High 
School, and that the next year the number was increased to 
twelve. In the spring of 1858 singing was introduced into the 
curriculum. In December 1859 the site of the Plympton School 
was selected. In that same year the school district system 
was abandoned, and a school committee was chosen to hold office 
for the terms of one, two, and three years. 
There were other signs of growth evident in the town. 
From 617 dwellings in 1850, the ;number increased to 988 in 1860, 
and 1074 in 1861. The births in 1857 are recorded as 200, 
marriages 35, and deaths 77. The principal causes of death 
were consumption, scarletina and lung fever. The population 
was nearly 6,000. 
Religious groups were. accountable for a few of the chang-
es which took place. The First Congregational Parish voted in 
May 1859 to build a new church edifice, the old one being too 
crowded to accomodate the congregation. Accordingly,the John 
Fowle Estate at the corner of Main and Pleasant Streets was 
chosen for the site. On S~ptember 7, 1859, for the first time, 
High Mass was said in Woburn and the Catholic Church was· filled 
., 
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to overflowing. 
The people of the tovm were conscious of changes in style. 
In December 1859 copper-toed boots and shoes for the children 
were ttall the go 11 • ttcoal scuttle 11 shaped bonnets were in style 
at this date, and skirts, once of great circumference, were 
getting narrower. Nor wer.e the men to be neglected - this was 
the period of men's shawls, a thing which we closely associate 
with Abraham Lincoln. 
Music also underwent changes. The popular songs were 
nLet Me Kiss Him f'or His Mother 11 , trFly Away Fly Away11 , "Hark I 
Hear an Angel Singn, ttstar of' the EveningH, ttGentle Annien, 
ttwillie We Have Missed Youtt, ttDeparted Days n, nEll en Bayne 11 , 
non the Road to Brightontt, "Rosalie the Prairie Flowertt, ttThere 
-
is Music in the Air 11 , and 11Hazel Dell tt. An interesting story 
is told that the citizens of Woburn were deceived at this time 
by two young men who hired Lyceum Hall and sold many tickets 
for an opera they were intending to stage. ~fuen the night of 
the opera came, the men and the so-called company were nowhere 
to be found. 
Another great change came in May,l858, when the Horn Pond 
House was sold for the sum of $13,400.00 as there was not en-
ough encouragement to continue it as a hotel. When the Middle-
sex Canal was opened on December 31, 1803, Horn Pond became 
known far and wide as a resort. The Horn Pond House was the 
fourth and largest hotel built at the Pond to take care of the 
tourists. In the summer there were large numbers of boarders. 
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Parties from Boston and elsewhere carne for the day, as we have 
read in the story of the Middlesex Canal. Prior to 1842 no 
place near Boston could boast such a patronage as the Horn Pond 
House enjoyed. Edward Everett,a former Governor of Massachus-
etts and Secretary of State under President Fillmore, is 
supposed to have said when standing on the wide breezy porch 
of the hotel:--
11 In all my travels in this and foreign 
countries I have never seen but one 
spot that equals this in beauty, and 
that was Lake Como in Italy. n 
But with the coming of the railroad and the decline of the 
Middlesex Canal, the Horn Pond House fell upon bad times and 
into bad hands. It was sold to a new management, and the 
prestige of the place began to wane. Respectable people soon 
carne to shun it, and in a few years its reputation again spread 
throughout the country, only this time as one of the worst 
gambling places and most vile resorts in the suburbs of Boston. 
Cock fighting was a specialty there. As might be expected the 
people of Woburn were shocked at the goings on. There was a 
great deal of talk, but for awhile not much was done about the 
condition. 
On the evening of February 4, 1844, a temperance meeting 
was being held in the vestry of the Baptist Church. A discuss-
ion of the Horn Pond House ensued, and the people at the meet-
ing decided on prompt action. It was voted to proceed at once 
against the establishment, to break up the cock fighting and 
to seize the men engaged in the business. ·Immediately a 
, 
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complaint was made, and Mr. A. H. Nelson, prominent lawyer in 
Woburn and later District Attorney and Judge of the Superior 
Court, wrote it out, and drafted the warrant which was given to 
Deputy Sheriff William T. Choate. The Deputy selected a posse. 
Armed thus with legal authority and a posse of ten or eleven 
men he proceeded between ten and eleven o'clock at night in a 
furious snow storm to the Horn Pond House. 
Business was at its height, and at first the sheriff was 
unnoticed, but, when his business was discovered, there was a 
general stampede for the doors. Most of the gamblers escaped 
but some were arrested and the cocks were captured. The men 
took their prizes back to the vestry of the meeting house, 
where a trial was held which lasted until five in the morning--
the result of which was that the animals were condemm.ed to die 
and the men held for further trial. This action was the death 
stroke to the Horn Pond House. Thus in 1858 the house was sold 
to some ice dealers from Boston. Eventually it came into the 
hands of Mr. Hudson, and is known today as the Hudson Estate. 
Other important changes came about in the industrial field 
In Ootober,l859, a protective union of the working men was form-
ed in Woburn. There was an attendance of three hundred men at 
the first public meeting. There was little fear of unemploy-
ment in the town as tanneries were at their height. A strike 
among the shoemakers of Lynn attracted considerable attention 
in Woburn in February 1860. Woburn at that date was an im-
portant shoe manufacturing place. A meeting of the craft was 
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held in the Town Hall on March 9, 1860,with a very large attend~ 
ance. The number found willing to strike was about forty out of 
a possible one hundred and sixty, and instead of strik~ng it 
was voted to form an association for mutual protection. Be-
tween three hundred and four hundred strikers from Lynn cmne to 
Woburn on March 23, 1860, had a parade, and a meeting at Lyceum 
Hall, and then marched away towards home led by the Lynn Cornet 
Band. 
In Januar~l861, the custom of early closing the stores in 
town was advocated. In February,l86~ the ice cutting business 
was well underway on Horn Pond. Instead of using horses to 
draw up the ice into the storehouses, a small steam engine was 
used, by which means more ice was carried at a time and more 
quickly. A great number of men found employment at the Pond 
every winter. They were hired every morning and paid each night 
with wages of a dollar a day. Work began as soon as it was 
light enough to see and closed at dark. At one time nPond 
Tickets 11 were issued for money to ice workers on the Horn Pond 
to be redeemed by the ice company. They were accepted at the 
stores as money. 
Perhaps the most discussed issue at that time, as it is 
today, was politics. Local political leadership was closely 
associated with military organizations and with industry. An 
important political figure in the toV\m was Captain Timothy 
Winn-- Commander of the Woburn Mechanics Phalanx (which boasted 
the tallest men present at Concord, Massachusetts, in September 
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1859, at the first muster held for this state) local leather 
manufacturer, representative to the legislature, and later 
e delegate to the National Republican Convention. The Honorable 
Salmon P. Chase, Governor of Ohio, and later Secretary of the 
Treasury under Lincoln, was in Woburn on August 3, 1859,as the 
guest of Captain Winn. 
A short preview of how the to~m was to come to feel about 
the oncoming Civil War was evidenced in Wob~~n at the time of 
the execution of John Brown for his nvirginia Raidtt- John 
Brown was a sturdy frontiersman used to· action not to politics. 
His hatred for slavery had finally led him to think himself 
appointed by heaven to blot it out. In Kansas he and his seven 
sons had been leaders in the fight for a free State. Now in 
1859 he planned to free all slaves by starting a general up-
rising. His small force seized the United States arsenal at 
Harpers Ferry in Virginia to get arms for the slaves, but he 
was captured there after a sturdy resistance. The government 
gave him a speedy trial and then hanged him for stirring up a 
rebellion~ An organized uprising.of armed slaves would have 
been frightful. The South was struck with horror at the 
thought of what had threatened them. Northerners, too con-
demmed Brown 1 s methods, but they were surprised to find how 
much they sympathized with his desire to free the slaves, and 
they admired the calmness and colirage with which he went to his 
death. 
In Woburn early in the morning of Saturday, .December 13, 
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1859, an effigy of Governor Wise of Virginia was found hanging 
on one of the trees on the Common. It was cut down at noon. 
Then at North Woburn the bell was tolled from eleven to twelve 
noon, and the flag was hung at half mast on the liberty pole 
there. As a sequel the flag was stolen before dusk by the anti-
Brown men. No demonstration was made at the Center beyond the 
hanging of the effigy, which was only a bundle of old clothes 
stuffed with straw. 
The clergy and even the newspapers of that day impressed 
upon the :mn.inds of the community the doctrine of accountability. 
That is, the state of being accountable or answerable to a 
superior or to God for one's conduct. nThis awful idea of 
accountability", as one has phrased it, 
ttimprinted on the individual man, woman 
or child the sense of duty to onets kind-
red, to the members of the community, and 
the country at large.n 
It was this idea of duty when the country rose in its might at 
the beginning of the oncoming Civil War, that led the men of 
Woburn to enlist in the ranks of the Union Army, and to risk 
their lives in camps and on the field of battle. The majority 
of the people of this community believed that the Union must 
and should be preserved. Mutterings of the approaching Civil 
War became more pronounced after the execution of John Brown as 
~ evidenced in Februar~ l860,by the sale in Woburn of Helper's 
Impending Crisis. 
Lincoln's party in town was called the Woburn Wide Awakes. 
Governor Chase from Ohio came to speak, and explained the 
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objectives of the national party. On Tuesday evening August 21, 
1860,the Wide Awake club, in uniform and with torches, made 
their first public appearance in the streets. In November, on 
the occasion of Lincoln's election, the Wide Awakes held a big 
celebration. The vote was recorded in Woburn as follows: 
Abraham Lincoln of Illinois •••••••••• 518 
Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois ••••••• 335 
John Bell of Tennessee ••••••••••••••• l36 
John G. Breckenridge of Kentucky •••••• ll 
The people of the city were shocked at the news of the 
bombarding of Fort Sumter in South Carolina on April 12, 1861~ 
On April 15th Lincoln issued a call for seventy-five thousand 
volunteers. On the evening of April 18th a meeting was held in 
Lyceum Hall to consider the subject of raising a military com-
pany. The Woburn Phalanx had been disbanded. That night eight-
een past members of the Phalanx signed enlistment papers. 
Forty others joined them the same evening, and $3,350.00 was 
raised by subscription. Soon others joined the Woburn Company. 
The officers were chosen informally at first- Timothy Winn, 
captain; w. T. Grammar, c. S. Converse, E. F. Wyer, and T. Gl-
ynn, lieutenants; and LukeR. Tid~ orderly sergeant. The uni-
form they adopted was a jacket and pants of grey, trimmed with 
black, and a small French cap. Different numbers of men left 
at different times. Most of the Woburn men were in the First 
or Fifth Massachusetts Regiments. In the Battle of Bull Run, 
July 21, 1861, the Fifth Regiment took part and consequently 
the Woburn men were there. Robert Pemberton of the local group 
was injured but not seriously. An attempt was made, unsuccess-
·~ 
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fully, to reorganize the old Phalanx. Instead, a new company 
called the Woburn Union Guard was raised with Samuel Thompson, 
captain and John P. Crane, first lieutenant. 
The total number of p3rsons in the service from Woburn by 
January 10, 1862,was 269. In Jul~l862,a new call for men sent 
a new company called the Woburn National Rangers to the front. 
The first death of a soldier of Woburn birth among the Woburn 
volunteers in the war was that of a member of Captain Thompsonts 
company-- Andrew J. Harris, age nineteen, who died of disease 
on March 2, 1862. Captain Samuel Thompson was among -the first 
to lose his life-- at Baltimore. He was brought home to Woburn 
and laid at rest. At the same battle in which Captain Thompson 
received his fatal wound, his seventeen year old son was killed. 
The total reads as follows: 
Number of men raised for the army and navy •••• 775 
Number who died in battle .••••••••••••••••••••• 21 
Deaths in Confederate prisons .••••••••••••••••• l7 
Deaths from wounds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l7 
Deaths from diseases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 27 
Total deaths •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 82 
When peace came, Woburn raised her voice in prayer. Life 
continued on as usual. Thus you can see that Woburn played her 
part in shaping history. 
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XVI. THE VIOBURN PUBLIC LIBRARY 
One of the most imposing edifices in the city of' Woburn is 
the Public Library. Citizens are indebted to the generosity of' 
the Honorable Jonathan Bowers Winn and his only son Charles 
Bowers Winn. The fathe~ had been a country school master and 
later had entered the leather business. He came from a distin-
guished Woburn family and was a decendant of Increase Winn, the 
first child born in Woburn - December 5, 1661. 
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In 1835 the Honorable Jonathan B. Winn was a member of' the 
convention for the revision of the constitution of tbe State of' 
Massachusetts, and at a town meeting in Woburn in November, 1854~ 
he offered to give the money he had received as a member of' that 
convention for a library provided the town itself would appro-
priate an equal sum for the same purpose. The town voted to do 
so and the sum of three hundred dollars was appropriated to be 
added to his donation. Thus a library was started, which was 
opened for the first time on August 20, 1856. In 1875 his son 
Charles bequeathed to the people of Woburn a sum totaling 
$227,000. for the erection of' a public library in memory of' his 
father. The library itself' was erected at a cost of' $80,000. 
and furniShed with valuable books. The present building was 
opened for use on May 1, 1879. 
The style of architecture is original, resembling somewhat 
the architect, Henry H. Richardson 1 s former work in Trinity 
.,, 
Church, Boston. The main entrance of the building is crowned 
by a tower seventy-eight feet high. Above a stone settee at the 
entranc-e are the words 
fiThis building was erected in memory of 
Jonathan Bowers Winn, from funds bequeathed 
by his son, for the use, benefit, and im-
provement of the people of Woburn. tr 
An unusual feature of the library is a colonial kitchen. The 
library also has an exceedingly fine collection of minerals, 
over three hundred birds, china, fossils, pewter, thxee cradles, 
powd~ horns, Civil War relics, pressed flowers, and a loom be-
lieved to be one of the first in the country. Woburn is proud 
to have so excellent a library. 
Little has been said as yet about our benefactor Charles 
Bowers Winn. The following account of his life was written to 
be read in the schools of Woburn in commemoration of the hund-
redth anniversary of his birth by Miss c. Edna Boutwell, local 
librarian and author of childrens 1 books. 
GiiARL ES BOWERS WINN 
1838 May 15 May 13, 1938 
11 In the Children r s room of the Woburn Public Libary hangs 
a portrait which should be familiar to every boy and girl in 
Woburn, as well as every adult. The young man who looks with 
kindly eyes upon all \IDO enter the building is CHARLES BO\¥ERS 
WINN, scholar, traveler, soldier, and Woburn 1 s great benefac-
tor. 
nsunday May 15, 1938 will mark the lOOth birthday of this 
generous, unassuming man who gave to the citizens of Woburn 
their Public Library. 
ttCharles Winn graduated from the Old Warren Academy in Wo-
burn when he was sixteen, and then attended Harvard College. 
72 
·e 
In spite of school and books he was often lonely, for ill 
health forced him to lead a rather quiet life. But this ill-
ness he accepted as a challenge, for his father had taught him 
this lesson: that one who struggles against great odds grows 
in strength and courage, and that the value of such a life is 
that it lifts the level of other men, opening up new paths alon. 
which tbe y may travel. The fact that one man has met and con-
quered any great difficulty is an inspiration to all. 
llThe winters in New England are severe. Someone suggested 
Europe, so thither the young man went in search of health. He 
was fond of collecting beautiful things - statues, bronzes, 
carved ivories, curios to delight even the heart of a prince. 
He was particularly fond of paintings and brought home to Wobur 
over half a hundred which form tiLe basis of the Art Collection I 
in the Library today. He used to say: 1 I love the pictures tha, 
show the home life of the people. Whenever I see a houseful of 
children I want to be one of them. r In the Children r s Room are 
hung four of these paintings depicting children in a happy home 
or school environment. 
tl1iVhen Charles was only twenty-four his sister Marcia died, 
and a year later his mother. Father and son drew closer to-
gether, planning for the future. Jonathan Winn, his father, 
was a fine companion and a true gentlemen, loved by his fellow 
townsmen. He was voted the most popular man in the community 
and awarded a gold-headed cane at St. Charles, which will be on 
display this week at the Library with pictures of the en tire 
Winn family. 
11Whm Charles was twenty-tbr ee the Civil War began. With 
a loyal heart be offered his services to his country, but with a 
heavy heart be was turned away - unfit for service. He was not 
discouraged for long, declaring, ~Is there no stuff in me to 
make a soldierl I 1m not in it yet, bt.lt I will bel' Mr. Winn 
had already paid liberally toward the town t s quota of men and 
had even sent a substitute for his son Charles. And then, when 
he was twenty-six, Charles went to Washington, and to everyone'. 
amazement, by persistent efforts succeeded in joining the Ele-
venth Massachusetts Light Battery. 
11 Vl'hen his father beard that, he asked that his son be 
offered an officer 1 s commission, for his name was last on the 
list of privates. But Charles refused that, saying, TI will 
take a commission when I earn it, and not before1 1 On another 
occasion, when asked to dine with some officers he smilingly 
declined saying, 1 I can~ come, I have to curry the horses.' 
V\lhaL the war was over and the Woburn boy$ arrived home, Mr. Win 
met his son at the station with a pair of horses and a new 
carriage, but he refused to ride, saying •No, father, I will 
walk with the others. 1 These acts endeared him to all who had 
the privilege of knowing him. He had thought nothing of giving 
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up a life of ease to serve his country in the humblest way he 
could. 
11 In the Library today you may see his blue uniform which 
he had desired to wear so much, and a toy cannon he had played 
with as a boy dreaming of the future. 
11 0ne cold night be found himself alone in the world. He 
was only thirty-seven. He had been a scholar, a soldier, a 
traveler. But more than these he was still a boy. He had kept 
through maturity the kindness, the generosity and the idealism 
of youth. Even at the close of his life his brave spirit did 
not falter. M~ether he knew it or not the fact remains that a 
life that has been wholly and generously given away works on 
forever among mankind in harmony with all s·piri tual power. 
ttHis last gift was the Woburn Public Library, a dream he 
had long cherished, and which he had planned with his father 
to give to the people of the town. The s.um of money he gave 
was very great, but more to be valued than this was the spirit 
of the giver behind it, who, taking no glory for himself, had 
inscribed on the building these v~rds: 
'This building was erected in memory of Jonathan 
Bowers Winn from funds bequeathed by his son 
for the use, benefit and improvement of the people 
of Woburn'. 
nwe who enter the po:utals of the Woburn Public Library 
should never cease to be grateful to this man, Charles Bowers 
Winn, Who bequeathed to us this precious heritage - a treasure 
house filled with knowledge for those who are aware that here 
you shall find upon the shelves 1 the keys to open doors as yet 
unlocked, the torch to kindle new and brighter lamps, the chart 
to plot your course beyond the stars; ••• that here you shall 
meet the men whose names are carved, deep-hewn forever on the 
rocks of Time; here you shall be guests of all the greatest 
minds. ' 11 
74 
'75 
XVII. THE SEAL OF WOBURN 
I 
I 
I 
', 
It is customary for every city and town to have a seal. 
This seal is used on all official papers and documents. Woburn's 
present seal was adopted in 1934, the law reading as follows: -
ncity of Woburn Revised Ordinances of 1934. 
ttBe it ordained by the City Council of t];le 
City of Woburn as follows: -
Chap:f;er 1 
General Provisions 
Section '7. The i'o llowing shall be the device 
of the seal of the city of Woburn: -
The seal is round, two inches in diameter. 
In the outer circle, over the top, the word 
1Woburn'. In the lower circle, 'Located, 1640: 
Incorporated, 1642: a city, 1889 1 • In the centre 
a coat of arms. On a chief gules, a currier's 
knife argent. In base, a v.Bw of the Public 
Library, ppr.; crest, a mural coronet, ppr., 
and the crest of Massachusetts, an arm vested 
brandishing a long sword, ppr. 
Motto, 'Industria et virtute'. Supporters 
on the dexter and sinister sides of the arms, 
sprigs of sumac, ppr.tt 
The seal has significant meaning to the citizens of Woburn 
The arm with the long sword in hand signifies the power of 
Massachusetts. The crown represents the sovereignty of Massa-
chusetts which Woburn must acknowledge. Under the crown on the 
chief gules or vertical lines is found a currier's knife. A 
currier is a person who dresses or finishes leather after it haE 
been tanned; and the leather business has been one of the chief 
industries of Woburn for mcny years. Beneath the knife is a 
picture of the Woburn Public Library. This represents learning 
and education. The motto is written in Latin and can be freely 
translated as meaning nindustry and Fortituden. On the left 
and right sides of the coat of arms are sprigs of sumac, so 
valuable for the tanning and dyeing of leather. Thus the seal 
tells us much of the history of Woburn in the space of two in-
ches. 
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XVIII~ WOBURN TODAY 
Thus far our concern has been mostly with Woburn's past. 
The question arises -· what is Woburn ~like today? The land cover 
an area of twelve and six tenths square miles, in the shape of 
a low boot. It is located ten miles from Boston, sixteen miles 
from Lowell, eleven miles from Walthan, and two hundred and 
thirty miles from New York City. It is a part of Metropolitan 
Boston. The neighboring towns include Winchest.er, set off .from 
Woburn in 1850; Burlington, set off in 1799; Wilmington, partly 
taken from Woburn in 1730; Stoneham, Reading aDd Lexington • 
• Although there are no official designations of sections 
of the city, common usage has brought forth the terms South 
End, West End, Center, Central Square, North Woburn, and East 
Woburn, knovm also as Montvale. Some call East Woburn 11 The 
Islandn as it is necessary to cross a bridge to enter no matter 
which direction is taken. A part of East Woburn is called 
Button End as there was once a button factory there. 
The state census of 1945 set the population at 19,886, but 
it is believed to be much above that now, perhaps reaching 
approximately 24,000. The assessed valuation as of 1947, the 
time of the last published city report is $21,877,434.00. 
Woburn became a city in 1889, am· tl:B form of government was 
changed from a board of selectmen to the double board system of 
Aldermen and Council, with a Mayor as the executive head. 
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Wob~wn is the seat of the Fourth District Court of Eastern 
Middlesex, the courthouse being located in Woburn City Hall. 
The jurisdiction of this court embraces the towns of Winchester) 
Stoneham, Reading, North Reading, Wilmington and Burlington, 
and the city of Woburn. The city is fortunate to have one of 
the best equipped hospitals in the state. The Charles Choate 
MemoriaL Hospital located on Warren Avenue, was the gift of a 
daughter and g~an~daughter of a former leather manufacturer of 
Woburn, whose name it bears. 
is the Burbeen Lecture Ftmd. 
Also in the line of endowments 
The fund of $6,000.00 was given 
by Mr. Leonard Thompson, a former resident, on the occasion of' 
Woburnts two hundred and fiftieth anniversary celebration. 
There are fifteen churches in the city, of several sects. 
The school system is considered to be one of the best in the 
state. The industry of the city is varied, although perhaps 
leather occupies the foremost place. When Woburn was first 
settled it developed into a farming community. By 1825 tanning 
developed and became the major industry. The city was greatly 
affected when the great wave of immigration struck our shores. 
The population of the city became completely mixed, and as the 
population increased so did the tanneries, almost enough ttto 
cover the boot 11 • Since the beginning of the twentieth century, 
tre leather industry has dwindled, aLthough a few large factor-
~ ies still remain. 
Other major industries of the city include 11 The Gellatin 
Companyn, TMassachusetts Gear and Tools 11 , and the florist busin-
ess. There is said to be more area under. glass in the citv 
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per square'mile than anywhere else in New England. Yet today 
a large number of the citi.zens of Woburn are employed outside 
the city and what the future of the community will be only 
time will tell. 
part of Boston. 
!;) 
• ....... ,.,..s 
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It is possible that it will someday become 
; ~ -· -. 
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A. HISTORIC SITES AND LA}TDMARKS 
1. Site of First House 
2. First Burying Ground 
3. Second Burying Ground 
4. Site of First Church 
5. Lake Innitou 
6. Mount Towanda 
7. Mount Mianomo 
8. Count Rumford r s Birthplace 
9. Statue of Count Rumford 
10. 1790 House· 
11. Baldwin House 
12. Statue· of Baldwin 
13. Memorial to Baldwin Apple 
14. Remains of Middlesex Canal 
15. Goodyear House 
16. Civil War Memorial 
17. Cowl o~ Battleship Maine 
18. World War I Memorial 
19. World War II Memorial 
20. Woburn Public Library 
21. Woburn Reservoir 
22. Powder House Hill 
Winchester Center 
Park Street 
Montvale Avenue 
Woburn Common 
South End 
South End 
West Side. 
Elm St., North Woburn 
W. P.L. Lawn 
Main St., North Woburn 
Elm St., North Woburn 
Common at Baldwin r s Cross in~ 
Mill St., Burlington 
Central Square 
Montvale Ave., East Woburn 
Woburn Common 
Woburn Common 
Woburn Common 
Woburn Common 
Woburn Center 
Horn Pond Mountain 
Off Woburn Center, behind 
Gavin' s Market 
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B. INTERESTING DATES 
1621 - Woburn first visited by White men. 
1635 - Men sent to explore the land - Edward Converse being one 
1640 - Grant of land to Charlestown by General Court. 
1640 - Town boundaries laid out. 
1640 - First house built by Edward Converse, at Winchester. 
1641 - First house within present limits of Woburn built by 
John Mousall. 
1642.- October 7, Woburn incorporated as a town. 
1642 - First Minister, Reverend Thomas Garter Ordained. 
1642 - First Church built on Common. 
1644 - April 13, First Town Meeting held, first town officers 
chosen. 
1661 - Baldwin House in North Woburn built. 
1675 - Woburn men sent to King Philipts War. 
1685 - One hundred families in town. 
1713 - First school house built. 
1742, - lOOth anniversary. Population 1400. 
1745 - Colonel Loammi Baldwin born. 
1753 - Count Rumford born. 
1775 - April 19, Two. Woburnites lost lives at Lexington. 
1776- Washington entertained at Black Horse.Tavern in South 
Woburn (Winchester) 
1781 - June 11, First Baptist Church Organized. 
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1789 - Simeon Reed sold his wife to James Butters of Wilmington 
for a yoke of oxen valued at forty dollars. 
1793 - Proprietors of Middlesex Canal incorporated. 
1797 - First United States Post Office established in Woburn 
with Ichabod Parker as postmaster. 
1799 - Burlington set off f~om Woburn. 
1800 - Hawker's Square received its name because of the many 
venders there. (Now Central Square) • 
1803 - Middlesex Canal opened for business. 
1807 - Colonel Loammi Baldwin died. 
1812 - Powder House on PowEr House Hill built by town. 
1817 - First Universalist Meeting held. 
First elephant in United States, exhibited in shed of 
Wood's Tavern where First National Bank now stands. 
1828 - To~n purchased its first fire engine. 
1830 - Henry Clay entertained at the Mishawum House 
First bank organized - The Woburn Agricultural and 
Mechanic As so ci:l.tion. 
1835 - June 24, Boston and Lowell Railroad opened for business. 
1839 - First Woburn newspaper - Woburn Sentinel. 
1837-39 - Process of vulcanization discovered by Charles 
Goodyear. 
1842 - Town two. hundred years old - population about 3,000. 
e 1843 - First Catholic Church in Woburn. 
1844 - December 30th, Railroad depot on Maine Street built. 
1850 - Winchester set off. 
1851 - Fire department or anized. 
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1852 - First High School established. 
1853 - Woburn Five .Cents Savings Bank Organized. 
1854 - st. Charles Church organized. 
1860 - Town seal adopted. 
1861 - Woburn Union Guard organized. 
1862 - Woburn Mechanic Phalanx War Company reorganized for 
Civil War. 
1867 - First Episcopal Church organized. 
1869 - Civil War Monument on Common dedicated. 
1872 - Water system established in Woburn. 
1878 - Y.M.C.A. organized. 
1879 - May 1, Woburn Public Library opened. 
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1881- Gamewell Fire Alarm System installed with thirteen boxes. 
1882 - December 29, First telephone station established in Woburrr. 
1885 - Electric lights in use in the town. 
1886 - Home for Aged Women established in North Woburn. 
1887 - Woburn Equal Suffrage League organized. 
1888 - June 12, City of Woburn incorporated. 
June 12, vote for charter 966 to 32. 
Edward F. Johnson ele.cted first Mayor. 
October 1, Free postal delivery started. 
1892 - Electric power used for first time on East Middlesex 
Street Railway. 
Woburn celebrated her 250th birthday. 
1905 - Woburn Sewer system opened. 
1906 - Present High School built. 
1909 - Charles Choate Memorial Hospital opened. 
•• 
• 
1910-ll - Present ~0st Office bu1it. 
1912 - Woburn Parkway constructed. 
1915 - Fire Department motorized • 
1917 - Tanners Bank incorporated. 
Woburn Armory' built. 
1918 - Woburn National Bank building erected. 
1921 - Times building erected. 
193i - August 31, New City Hall dedicated. 
1934 - November 12, Hiker Monument, Woburn Common, memorial to 
Spanish American War veterans dedicated • 
.• ... --. ·--~· 
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Purpose of this Unit 
Recently the Massachusetts legislature enacted a law re-
quiring the teaching of local history in the public schools of 
Massachusetts. The law reads as follows: 
II(Chap. 468) 
AN ACT MAKING LOCAL HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT 
REQUIRED SUBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION IN PUBLIC 
HIGH SCHOOLS 
Be in enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out section 2, as amended 
by section l of chapter 246 of the acts of 
1938, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
ing: - Section 2. In all public elementary and 
high schools American history and civics, in-
cluding the constitution of the United States, 
and in all public high schools the constitution 
of the commonwealth and local history and govern-
ment, shall be taught as required subjects for 
the purpose of promoting civic service and a 
greater knowledge thereof, and of fitting the 
pupils, morally and intellectually, for the 
duties of citizenship. .Approved June 28, 1949. n 
It is hoped that this work can be adapted to the teaching of 
local history in Massachusetts. It is recognized that it is 
not sufficient in itself and it does not deal with any specific 
town. It is merely a suggestion on how local history can be 
organized for effective presentation in the school. The out-
line of content, questions for thought and discussion, and 
suggested activities are adaptable to any community. 
' 
The bibliography is intended for teacher information and 
not for pupil use. No test is included because it is impossibl 
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Objectives for the Teaching of Local History. 
1. To arouse in children a desire to learn about colornal life 
in their community. 
2. To stimulate in them a desire to know their community and the 
part it has played in their countryts history. 
3. To leave a desire to improve their community. 
4. To develop initiative by means of group discussions on 
community history. 
5. To develop in them a pride and sense of belonging to the 
community, thus making them eager to be good citizens. 
6. To arouse in children an appreciationa the courage, sacri-
fice, a~d service of our forefathers and to help them see 
how our present life grew out of life in colonial days. 
7. To lead children to see early community life as an exa~ple 
of adaptation of life to physical and social conditions. 
8. To acquaint the children with some of the historic points of 
interest of tbeir co~~unity and to give them an appreciation 
of the efforts to pres-erve them. 
9. To make them realize that their local community was a con-
crete part of American history. 
10. To develop an understanding and appreciation of religious 
and cultural differences within the community. 
11. To develop an understanding of the business life of the 
community. 
., 
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12. To give them an understanding that teacher and students 
might learn togetbe r, and tba t the teacher is not a reposi-
tory of all knowledge. 
tiJ 13. To develop in children a favorable attitude toward the 
study of their own local history. 
14. To develop the attitudes of inquiry, investigation, cooper-
ation, sharing responsibility, and of pooling results. 
15. To develop ability to find information by using reference 
books. 
16. To develop the habit of using a variety of materials in 
studying a problem. 
17. To learn how to prepare a bibliography. 
18. To learn how to study old letters, diaries and newspapers, 
and to search out important facts in town records and old 
photographic materials. 
19. To learn how to check authenticity. 
20. To learn the art of interviewing old residents, thereby de-
riving confidence. 
21. To learn how to read maps. 
22. To develop in children certain manual skills by such acti-
vities as drawing maps, constructing forts, log cabins, 
bows and arrows, tomahawks and canoes, making candles and 
sewing costumes. 
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Content 
I. Early Settlement 
A. Indians 
1. tribes 
2. names 
3. places 
4. way of life 
5. constributions 
B. White 
1. date 
2. authorization 
3. founders 
II. Legal Status of Community 
A. Early Community 
B. Evolution to Present Status 
1. town or city 
2. law designating present status 
III. Industries 
A. Early 
B. Later 
C. Present 
IV. Religion \ 
A. First Religious Group 
1. first church 
2. first minister 
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3. community support 
a. public 
b. private 
4. dissension 
B. Coming of Other Religious Sects 
1. date of church establishments 
2. growth 
3. present religious groups 
v. Education 
A. Early type of Instruction 
B. First Public School 
1. authorization 
2. location 
3. teacher(s) 
4. grade level 
5. length of school term 
6. subjects taught 
C. Growth of Public School System to Present Status 
1. laws 
a. local 
b. state 
2. new schools 
3. introduction of new sub~cts 
D. Non Public Schools 
1. private 
2. parochial 
3. higher education 
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E. Present Public School System 
VI. Military Aspects 
A. Early Defense Measures 
B. Pre Revolutionary War 
1. King Phillip 1 s War 
2. Queen Annets War 
3. King Willirunts War 
4. King Georgets War 
5. French-Indian War 
C. Revolution 
l.number in service 
2. Tories 
3. military engagements in area 
D. Mexican War 
1. number in service 
2. effect on community 
E. Civil War 
1. number in service 
2. effect on corrununity 
F. Spanish American War 
1. number in service 
2. effect on community 
G. WorJd War I 
1. number in service 
2. effect on community 
H. World War II 
I 
I 
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--. ·-~ 
.... 1. · num.ber in s.eryiee: 
2 .•. e:ffeet on eo~uni ty 
VII.' Famous ·People and Places 
A. People 
1. literature 
2. seienee 
3. nmsie f 
4. military 
5. arts 
6. other 
B. Plaees 
1. original sites. 
; 
2: .hGuses. 
3. churches 
4. libraries 
5. schools 
6. museums 
7. parks 
8. statues 
9. transportation 
a. old 
1. canals 
2. PIVSt roads 
3 • trails 
4. railroads 
b. new 
~.,-._. 
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1. highways 
2. railroads 
3. airports 
10. :for ti:fications (sites) 
11. rivers 
VIII.Public Utilities 
A. Transportation (above - VII. B. 9.) 
B. Communication 
L. telephone 
a. introduction of first phone 
b. pre sent system 
2. radio 
a. first radio 
b. present system 
c. station locations 
3. postal system 
a. early post riders 
b. post office (inns or taverns) 
c. present system 
1. type of delivery 
a. R.F.D. 
b. carriers 
0. Lighting 
1. candles 
2. kerosene 
3. g,as 
4. electricity 
... ,:,._ ~ 
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D. Water System 
1. springs and creeks 
• 
2. wells 
3. present system 
a. wells 
b. reservoirs 
c • M • D. C. system 
E• Sewage Disposal 
IX. Civic Organizations 
A. Rotary 
B. Lions 
C. Elks 
D. Moose 
E. Scouts 
F. Y .. M •. 6. A., and Y .. W"' C. A •. 
G. Philanthropic 
H. Veterans 
I. Historical Societies 
J. Woments Clubs 
K. Granges· 
L. Others 
X. Population 
A. Original Population 
l; distribution 
2. nationalities and races 
B. Present Population 
. . .,.: .. ' • .. ; ~~ . 
' ';\~ -, 
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1. number of people 
2. reasons for growth 
3. distribution 
4. nationalities and races 
XI. Resources of Community 
A. Location and Area of Community 
B. Natural Resources 
C. Climate 
D. Topography 
XII. Government and Social Controls 
A. Customs 
B. Mores 
C. Public Opinion 
D. Organization of the Government 
1. government officials and services 
2. government finance 
3. ordinances and laws 
Questions f'or Thougbt and Discussion 
l. Did the Indians leave any contributions to your community, 
and if' so, what were they? 
2. In what particular part of your community did the f'ounders 
first settle and why? 
3. What desirable geographic conditions might have contributed 
I 
to the early settlement of your community? 
4. Has your particular community changed its type of' govern-
ment since early days and why? 
5. In What way were the early industries of your community in-
fluenced by geogr~phic and natural conditions? 
6. Are these industries still important, and if not, what 
caused the change? 
7. ~~at natural or geographic f'actors have influenced the de-
velopment of present industries? 
8. Discuss the role religion played in the f'ounding of your 
c ornmuni t y. 
9. What part did religious sects play in the growth of the 
community? 
10. Account far the establishment of the first school and its 
location. 
11. What was the length of the school term in early days, and 
why do you suppose it was set for that duration? 
12. What present conditions would necessitate changes in the 
educational system of your rommunity? 
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13. What effect, if any, did King Phillip~s War have upon your 
community? 
14. Were there any outstanding Tories in your community during 
the Revolution, and do you consider them traitors? 
15. Do you suppose the residents of your community supported 
tbe resolutions of the Hartford Convention? 
16. Do you suppose that your town experienced strong abolition-
ist sentiments prior to the Civil War? 
17. VVhat effect did the two recent World Wars have upon the 
comm:erci?:l life of your community? 
18. What part, if any, did bodies of water play in the develop-
ment of your community? 
19. What effect did old trails ba ve upon the development of 
your highways ? 
20. What part have transportation facilities played in the 
growth of your community? 
21. What improvements in public utilities can you suggest for 
your community? 
22. What benefit doe-s your community derive from civic organ-
izations? 
23. What contributions have the different nationalities made 
to your community? 
24. Is there any particular reason. for the manner of distribu-
tions of population in your community? 
25. HQW have natural resources contributed to the development 
of your community? 
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26. Has the topography of your community had much affect upon 
its development? 
27. Do ·You think your community is sufficiently active in public 
affairs~ or could the people take more of an interest? 
28. Can you suggest means of stimulating con~unity interest? 
29. Can you think of any particular laws that could be put into 
effect which would benefit your community? 
30. What do you wish your community to be like in the future~ 
and what suggestions for improvement can you make? 
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Activities 
1. Make a series of murals about 10 yards long depicting early 
. events. 
2. Dress dolls ·in constumessimilar to those worn in the 1600's, 
1700ts, l800ts and l900ts. 
3. Build a replica of the first meeting house or first home. 
4. Assemble such articles as the following and arrange them for 
exhibition: early cooking utensils, early farming implements, 
furniture, pictures of early residents, weapons of Indian 
and iolo~is~ and old books. 
5. Reenact a typical early town meeting. 
6. Explain by means of an illustrative poster the differnt typeE 
of colonial lighting. 
7. Construct a wagon, canoe, flatboat, stagecoach. 
8. Read a portion from the New England Primer, and from Wash-
ington Irving's description of the schoolmaster of Sleepy 
Hollow. 
9. Give a short drrunatization of a colonial school day. 
10. Compare a list of playthings a child of colonial days, Civil 
War days, and present days might have received for Christmas. 
11. Make a model of a stock and ducking chair which were used 
for punishment in colonial days. 
12. Investigate old newspapers for interesting advertisments and 
articles. 
~3. Make a field trip to 
··-
101 
a. local museum or local historical room. 
b. site of first meeting house. 
c. site of first school. 
d. outstanding monuments. 
e. old homes. 
f. important land marks in the historical development of 
the community. 
g. local industries to see them in operation. 
h. old cemetaries. 
14. Make a collection of pictures showing the community in past 
years. 
15. Visit an elderly resident and repor~ his remembrances of the 
community in past days to the class. 
16. Discuss local habits and customs. 
1 '7. List the places of historic intere.st in the community. 
18. Discuss the effects of the panic of 18'73 on the community:. 
19. Construct a map of the town as it was in the early days of 
settlement showing the location of homes, meeting house, 
mills, roads, farmlands, woods and other geographic land-
marks. 
20. Represent by a series of letters to fighting men in each of 
our ma'jor wars the community life during these wars. 
e 21. Make a map of the present day community showing residential 
area:s·-and the location of major industries. 
22. Make a series of brief biographies of famous people who have 
lived in the community. 
J..02 
•• 
23. Draw a map which can be used by a visitor to direct him to 
places of interest in the community such as public build-
ings, museums, historic houses, monuments and so forth. 
24. Evolve a pagent depicting important incidents which have 
taken place in the community. 
25. Draw up a simulated front page of the local newspaper in 
1830 • 
. . .  
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List,of Materials 
1. Present map of community. 
2. Street directory. 
3. Early Maps of community. 
4. Available charters. 
5. Available documents. 
6. Local history reference books. 
1. Pictures - new and old. 
8. List of places to be visited. 
9. Any pertinent available films. 
10. Compiled bibliography of local reference material 
a. for teacher use. 
b. for pupil use. 
11. Examples of products of local talent. 
12. Collection of materials representative of various phas.es of 
local history such as tomahawks, military uniforms, souv-
eni~s, old letters, tools, spinning wheels, utensils, dress 
old textbooks and slates, and town reports. 
13. Interesting visitors. 
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D. QUESTIONS, ACTIVITIES AND READINGS ON WOBURN. 
The following material consists of lists of 
questions, activities, and suggested readings 
on Woburn to accompany the junior high school 
course in American history in Woburn. The 
text used in the course is West, Ruth, and 
West, Willis M., The Story of Our Country. 
Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1945. The period of 
history covered is from 1760 through 1863. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
HOW ENGLA}TD M~D HER COLONIES DISAGREED 
Questions 
1. How did the citizens of Woburn receive the news that George 
III had become King of England? 
2. What kinds of taxes did the people of Woburn pay in the 
1760 1 s? 
3. Did the people of Woburn refuse to pay the Strunp Tax? 
4. Were there any local residents who were members of the Sons 
of Liberty? 
5. Was there a local newspaper in 1760? If not, what paper 
was depended upon by the comm~nity? Did this paper prtnt 
the skull and crossbones where the stamp was supposed to be~ 
6. Who represented Woburn at the Stamp Act Congress? 
7. What action was taken at the town meeting in Woburn on 
October 20, 1766? 
8. How did the people of Woburn react when they heard that the 
Stamp Act had been repealed? 
9. What did the local residents have to say about the Town-
shend Duties? 
10. Did the people of the town pass any resolutions condemning 
the acts? 
11. What did the local residents have to say about the quarter-
ing of troops in Boston? 
12. Who were the local res1dents who were members or the 
1 
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Committees of Correspondence in Massachusetts? 
13. What action took place at the special town meeting of Jan-
uary 14, 1773? 
14. Was opposition to the tax on tea very strong in Woburn? 
15. Did the closing of the port of Boston have any e.ffect on 
Woburn? 
16. Did the town of Woburn hold any town meetings after the 
charter of Massachusetts was annulled? If so, did they 
receive the permission of General Gage to do so? 
17. Did any local residents attend the meeting of the First 
Continental Congress? 
18. vVho was the delegate from Woburn to the Provincial Congress 
in 1775? 
19. Were any of the local residents Minute Men? 
20. Where did the Woburn militia drill? 
21. Where was the local supply of ammunition kept? 
22. What remains are there today of the powder house? 
23. \Vhat is the ~rea of land where the powder house was located 
called today? Who owns this property today? 
24. Where did the local militia hold their meetings? 
25. What decisions were made at the town meeting, April 17, 
1775? 
Suggested Activities 
1. Draw a plan of the city as it appeared in 1770? 
2. Plan a field trip to Powder House Hill. 
3. Draw a series of cartoons representing Woburnts grievances 
lll 
against England. · 
4. Write extracts from a diary or journal of a boy or girl 
residing in Woburn from 1765 to 1775. 
5. Imagine yourself the chairman of the Committee of Corres-
pondence in Woburn writing to Samuel Adams after the clos-
ing of the port of Boston. 
6. Make a map of Woburn showing places of historic interest. 
7. Give a brief oral report on Count Rumford or Loammi Baldwin. 
8. Dress a doll in the clothes of a Minute Man, or a girl of 
the Revolutionary War period. 
Suggested Readings 
Drake, Samuel, Historic Fields and Mansions of Middlesex. 
Ellis, George, Memoir of Count Rumford. 
French, Allen, General Gagets Informers. 
Renwick, James, Life of Count Rumford. 
Roberts) Kenneth, Oliver Wiswell. 
Thompson, Lieut. Samuel, Diary. (at Woburn Public Library) 
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CHAPTE'R IX 
HOW THE COLONIES WON TBEIR INDEPENDENCE 
Questions 
1. Did Paul Revere ride thrmgh Woburn spreading the alarm? If 
not, how near did he come?, 
2. How many men f'rom Woburn went to the battle of Lexington 
and Concord? 
3.c Where in Woburn are the homes where it is believed Dorothy 
Quincy, John Hancock and Samuel Adams were hidden from the 
British? 
4. Were any of the Wobu~n men killed or wounded at Lexington 
or Concord? If so, how many? 
5. The home of one of these men is standing today. Where is 
it located? 
6. Tell the story of Mr. Silvanus Wood of Woburn at the Battle 
of Lexington., 
7. Were there any Woburn residents at the meeting of the Second 
Continental Congress? 
8. Who were the leaders of the Woburn militia? 
9. Wnat local residents rose to high ranks in the Continental 
Army? 
10. What did the people of Woburn think of the idea of inde-
pendence? 
11. When and where was the first copy of the Declaration of' 
Independence available to the people of Woburn? 
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12. Were there many Tories residing in Woburn? 
. 13. Did any of them come to be well known figures to the 
community? 
14. How did the town feel about being taxed by the Second Con-
tinental Congress? 
15. Was there any celebration to speak of in the town on the 
occurrence of the surrender of Cornwallis?' 
16. Were there any comments in the town about the terms of the 
peace treaty'? 
17. How many men from Woburn took part in the Revolution? 
18. How did this number compare to the population of the town? 
19. What important measure was passed by the town in May, 1788?· 
20. What changes in the land system occurred in Woburn as a 
result of the Revolution? 
Suggested Activities 
1. Dramatize the capture of the British soldier at Lexington by 
Mr. Silvanus Wood. 
2. Give brief biographies of Woburn men who took part in the 
Revolutionary War. 
3. Try to arrange a collection of money in circulation during 
the Revolutionary War Period. 
4. Plan a fieJd trip to the homes of Loammi Baldwin and Count 
Rumford. 
·e 5. Dramatize a few of the town meetings of the period from 
1765 to 1783. 
6. Dramatize Washingtonrs visit to the Black Horse Tavern in 
Woburn. 
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7 •. Give a brief account of the financia 1 panic of 1 '783 in Web1.1r • 
Suggested Reading 
Converse, P. L., 11Ye Ancient Militia 11, in Legends of Woburn.. 
Vol. II, pp. 223-233. 
Johnson, Josiah, original letter on the events of l7?5 (from 
Major Josiah Johnson to James Fowle) Woburn Public 
Library. 
Sewall, Samuel, History of Woburn. Chapters 11-13,- pp. 358-431 • 
. .(- .:,.j· ·, 
'~~~?~~ ~ 
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CHAPTER X 
HOW THE NEW NATION FORMED A GOVERNMENT 
Questions 
1. Vliho in tbB town were given the right to vote? 
2. What was the government of Woburn like at the end of the War 
3. \fhat was the economic condition of the town like by the end 
of the Revolution? 
4. Give an account of the taxes levied in Wobun1 in the period 
1775 to 1783. 
5. What type of money was in circulation in Woburn in 1783? 
6. Did any of the local merchants do business by barter? 
7. \~twas the reaction in Woburn to Shays 1 rebellion? 
8. Why do you suppose Woburn residents felt their action justi-
fied in regard to the rebellion? 
9. Vfuat was the popular feeling in Woburn towards the Articles 
of Confederation? 
10. Did any Woburn re'sidents attend the Constitutional Conven-
tion at Philadelphia? 
11. From what sources and how did the local residents receive 
news as to "What was gp ing on at· the Convention? 
12. ~lhich do you suppose Woburn residents favored - equal re-
presentation or representation according to population? 
13. Did the local residents feel they had been well represented 
at tm Convention? 
14. Were any of the sixty-nine Massachusetts electors who cast 
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their vote for Washington from Woburn? 
Suggested Activities 
1. Describe a da,y in the life of Woburn resident in 1785 • 
2. Dramatize the town meeting at Which the policy of action 
towards Shays' Rebellion was formed. 
3. List the important industries in Woburn in 1785. 
4. Dramatize the opening of the Mishawum House in May, 1785, 
making use of conversation regarding local politics. 
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CHAPTER XI 
HOW PEOPLE LIVED IN ll.lVIERICA WHEN WASHINGTON WAS PRESIDENT 
Questions 
1. Name some or the main dirrerences between life berore hnd 
arter 1800 in Woburn. 
2. What changes can you name that have taken place in Woburn 
since Washington was Pre~ident? 
3. ~fuat was the population or Woburn when the rirst census was 
taken? 
4. ~~ere was most or the population centered? 
5. Were any sections or the city more developed than other 
parts o:f the town? 
6. Where were the town meetings held during the 1790ts and 
early l800ts? 
7. V'Jhat was the major occupation or Woburn residents arter the 
Revolutionary War? 
8. Was Woburn mostly sel:f dependent at this time or was she de-
pendent to ~y great extent upon other communities? 
9. What were the chier methods o:f travel in the town about 1800 
10. ~mat were the chier routes o:f travel in the town about 1800 
11. Describe the condition or the roads at this time. 
12. How did the people or the town get their water? 
13. Was there an organized police or rire department in Woburn 
in 1800? 
14. What was education in the community like at this time? 
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15. What methods of communication were available? 
16. Did any Woburn residents leave to settle in the new West? 
17. Were there any Indians remaining in Woburn in 1800? If so, 
where did they reside? 
18. vVhat odd sale did Simeon Reed make in 1789? 
19. tlf.ho was the first lawyer to begin practice in Woburn? 
Where did he live? 
20. What bnportant buildings were built in 1795? 
21. When was tbe first United States Post Office established in 
Woburn? 
22. 'Nhere was it located? 
23. Who was Woburnrs first postmaster? 
24. How much did it cost to send a letter from Woburn to New 
York? 
;l.-19 
25. How did the local residents react to the Northwest OrdinancE? 
26. How did the description of early deeds of land in Woburn 
differ from the ·description of deeds of land in the North-
west? 
Suggested Activities 
1. Describe the school day of a pupil your own age in Woburn 
in 1800. 
2. Dramatize a busy day in Woburn 1 s First Post Office - des-
" 
cribing the post office, its location and postmaster. 
~ 3. Describe a trip·from Wob~~n to Boston in 1800. 
4. Make a map Showing the route of stagecoaches and places 
Where they made regular stops in Woburn. 
5. Write a letter to a friend in Philadelphia telling him how 
you are spending your summer vacation. 
6. Describe a day in the life of an average Woburn family in 
1800. 
7. Dramatize Baldwin 1 s first acquaintance with the Baldwin 
apple, arrl succeeding activities in regard to the apple. 
8. Dramatize the business transaction which took place in 1789 
between Simeon Reed and James Butters. 
Suggested Readings 
Converse, P. L., 11 The Mishawum Housett in Legends of Woburn. 
Vol. I, pp. 9-20. 
Con,verse, P. L., ITpost Office Legends in Woburnn in Legends of 
Woburn. Vol. I, pp. 76-80. 
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CHAPTER XII 
HOW THE NEW GOVERNMEN"T vVENT TO WORK 
Questions 
1. Did any of the new laws or parts of the Constitution necess-
itate changes in the local government? 
2. Had the town of Woburn or any of its citizens lent much 
money to the war-time government? 
3. How did the citizens of Woburn accept Hamilton's ideas for 
raising money? 
4. Were there any articles manufactured in Woburn which had the 
excise tax placed on them? 
5. Were there any articles sold in Woburn the prices of which 
were affected by the tariff? 
6. V.fuat amount did the town vote to raise for expenses in 1792? 
7. What was the popular feeling in Woburn towards the National 
• 
Bank? 
8. vVhere did the citizens of Woburn keep their money? Was 
there a local bank? If so, where was it located? 
9. vVho represented Woburn in the first House of Representatives 
and the first Senate under the Constitution? 
10. \'llhich party was more popular in Woburn - the Democratic Re-
publican party or the Federalist party? 
11. ~~at reasons can you give why this party was more popular? 
12. Did the majority of Woburnites feel the government was 
right in not taking part in tbe French Revolution? 
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13. In 179 2, when England and Fran ce were at war, did the major-
ity of the local residents _feel we should follow a course 
of neutrality, or that we should aid one side against the 
other? 
14. Which side do you think had the greatestnumber of sympath-
izers among the local residents? 
15. What reaction in the town did the Jay Treaty cause? 
16. Did the citizens of Woburn cast their votes directly in the 
second presidential election? 
17. What reactions in town did the xyz Affair cause? 
18. lffuat reactions were there in the town to the Alien and 
Sedition Laws? 
19. Were there any local arrests made in conjunction with these 
laws? 
20. How did the community regard the new Naturalization Act 
passed by Congress during John Adams 1 administration? 
21. Were there many foreign born people residing in Woburn in 
1800? 
22. From what countries did most of the immigrants come? 
23. What candidate was favored by Woburnites in the election of 
1800? 
Suggested Activities 
1. Dramatize the conversation between two mentalking about 
financial conditions in the town in 1805. 
2. Dramatize the proceedings at a few of the important town 
meetings from 1784 to 1804. 
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3. Suppose that you were a foreign born resi~ent of Woburn in 
1798. Write a letter 
the city. Mention the new .h 
you feel about it. 
back home describing 
ation law and .. t.ell how 
4. Write an imaginary conversation between a Federalist and a 
_, . 
Democratic Republican, i~ which they discuss the election 
of 1800 telling why they think Woburn will benefit by the 
election of their own candidate • 
CHAPTER XIII 
HOW THE NEW NATION GREW AND TRIED ITS STRENGTH 
II' Questions 
1. Find out how man:y dwelling-houses there were in Woburn in 
1800. 
2. Vfuat name was Central Square known b:y in 1800, and wh:y? 
3. vVhat was tbe population of Woburn in 1800? 
4. How man:y stores were there in Woburn in 1800? Grist mills? 
Saw mills? 
5. When did the first mail stage run in Woburn? 
6. How did the citizens of Woburn regard the Louisiana 
Purchase? 
7. Compare the early settlement of Woburn with the settlement 
of a town in the Louisiana Territory. 
8. How did the people of Woburn hear about the news of Lewis 
and Clark's expedition? 
9. 1J1Jhich candidates were favored b:y Woburni tes in the presi-
dential elections of 1808 and 1816? 
10. What attitude did most Woburnites have toward the United 
States' war with England in 1812? 
11. Were any resolutions regarding participation in the war 
passed at the town meetings in Woburn? 
12. Was Woburn represented at the Hartford Convention? 
13. Were there many Woburn residents who took part in the War 
of 1812? 
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~4. When was Warren Academy built? 
~5. Give a brief history of this Academy? 
~ ~6. When did the tanning industry develop in Woburn? 
Suggested Activities 
1. Make a model of Woburn in 1800-- showing mills, homes, road~ 
taverns etc. Use match-sticks or cardboard for the build-
ings, sand for roads, glass for water, etc. 
2. Dramatize the conversation of two local residents talking 
about the War of 1812 and the Hartford Convention. 
3. Have a series of reports showing the development of the 
tanning industry in Woburn. 
4. Give a brief report on the financial panic in Woburn in 1819 
5. Dramatize the Christmas Day of a typical Woburn family in 
1820. 
~25 
CHAPTER XIV 
HOW NEW INVEHTIONS CHANGED MEN 1 S LIVES 
Questions 
1~ VVb.en did Woburn witness its first sight of a steam engine? 
2. \Vhat inventions made during the years 1790 to 1850 changed 
the ~y of life of Woburn residents? 
3. Did the invention of the cotton gin affect Woburn in any 
way? 
4. Did the coming of the Industrial Revolution cause any great 
change in the type of co~nunity? 
5. Did Woburnites favor the tariff of 1816? If so, why? If 
not, why not? 
6. Did the coming of machines make any difference in the way 
local residents lived? 
7. Did many factories appear in Woburn after 1820? 
8. What was the average wage paid to a local factory worker in 
1820? 
9. Did geography in any way influence the growth of industry 
in Woburn? 
~0. When were labor unions first organized in Woburn? 
~1. Did the invention of farm machinery increase the number of 
farms in Woburn? 
~ ~2. What inventions do you suppose were regarded as most favor-
able by the local residents? 
~3. Explain all the ways you can think of in which the Industr-
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ial Revolution helped the growth of Woburn. 
14. ~mat major discovery took place in Woburn in 1839? 
Suggested Activities 
1. Give an oral repo·rt on the life of Charles Goodyear and the 
discovery of his process of vulcanization. 
2. Arrange a debate on the tariff of 1816. Resolved: The 
tariff of 1816 was beneficial to Woburn • 
. 3. Plan a field trip to one of your local factories, making 
note of how dependent that factory is upon machines. 
4. Make a 1 ist of the occupations, as far as you know them, of 
your fathers and grandfathers. Point out the changes in 
variety and kind of occupations from one generation to the 
next. 
5. List the industries which today are pPesent in Woburn. 
6. Bring in hand-made scarfs, rugs, dishes, and the like, and 
compare them with recent machine-made articles of similar 
character. 
Suggested Reading$. 
Barker, P. W., Charles Goodyear~ 
Goodyear, Charles, Gum Elastic. 
Pierce, B. K., Life of Charles Goodyear. 
127 
CHAPTER XV 
NEW WAYS OF TRAVEL EOUND THE NATION TOGETHER 
Questions 
1. What methods of travel were used when Woburn was first 
settled? 
2. What changes in methods of travel took place in the commun-
ity between 1700 and 1850? 
3. Describe the course of the Middlesex Canal in Woburn. 
4. Did the Middlesex Canal bring increased business to Woburn? 
5. What type of boats were seen on the canal? 
6. Where and when was the first paved road in Woburn? 
7. Where in Woburn did stagecoaches make regular stops? 
8. What caused the decline of the Middlesex Canal? 
9. How long was the canal in operation? 
10. When was the railroad built in Woburn? 
11. When was the street railway constructed in Woburn? Why did 
it come so long a;L'ter the railroad? 
12. List the advantages received by Woburn because of the in-
vention of the telegraph. 
Suggested Activities 
l. Arrang~ a series or murals showing the development of 
methods of travel in Woburn. 
2. Give a brief oral report on comparing the Middlesex Canal 
and the Erie Canal (as it was first built). 
3. Construct models of the various types of boats usea on the 
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Middlesex Canal. 
4. Construct a series of locks similar to those used on the 
Middlesex Canal to illustrate the purpose of canal locks 
and how they are operated. 
5. Make a map showing the course of the Middlesex Cfu~al. 
6. Draw a map of the community illustrating the main public 
roads and the kinds of surface they have. 
Suggested Reading 
Converse; P. L., ttMiddlesex Canal 11 in Legends of Woburn.-
Vol. II, pp. 89-109 
oberts, C. The Middlesex Canal. 
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CHAPTER XVI 
HOW THE NATION MOVED WESTWARD 1790-1840 
Questions 
1. Can you think of any reasons why ~ Woburn resident may have 
desired to move westward in the period from 1790-to 1840? 
2. Did any groups of settlers leave Woburn for the West? 
3. What advantages did Woburn have which might have influenced 
residents to remain here rather than try their luck in the 
West? 
4. How did the sale of land in Woburn differ from the sale of 
land west of the Appalachians? 
5. Did Woburn residents appose laws which made it easier for 
men to take up land in the West? 
6. What goods manufactured in Woburn might have been desired 
by settlers moving t,o or residing in the West? 
7. What was the feeling in Woburn concerning the extension of 
slavery westward? 
8. How did Woburn regard the Missouri Compromise? 
Suggested Aqtivities 
1. Dramatize an imaginary conversation between two Woburn 
residents in.l820 who are discussing the advisability of 
moving to the West. 
2. Imagine yourself a Woburn resident in 1830. You have de-
cided to leave Woburn for the West. Give an account of why 
you are leaving, where you are going, and how you are going 
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to get there. 
3. Make a cartoon representing the attitude of a Woburn resi-
dent and a frontiersman toward cheap public lands. 
CHAPTER XVII 
HOW AMERICAN IDEAS WERE CHANGING IN 1830 
Questions 
1. Who had the right to vote in Woburn in 1830? 
2. Vfuen were property qualifications for voting in Woburn re-
moved? 
3. Were there any early women suffrage movements in Woburn? 
4. Describe the school system in Woburn in 1830. 
5. Was the abolitionist movement strong in Woburn? 
6. Had any Woburn residents at any time owned slaves? 
7. Were there many negroes residing in Woburn in 1830? Were 
they free? 
Suggested Activities 
1. Find out the history of temperance, abolitionist, and 
missionary societies, hospitals, and homes for the aged. 
2. How d ce s Woburn care for the education of the deaf, dumb and 
blind? 
3. Try to arrange a collection of old Woburn photographs. 
4. Imagine a Woburn girl of today set back into the 1830's. 
Describe how she would be treated then as compared with 
today. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 
'41' HOW THE PEOPLETS GOVE~~1ENT MET NEW PROBL~lS (1825-1845) 
Questions 
1. Whom did the majority of Woburnites favor in the presiden-
tial election of 1824? 
2. Why do you suppose they favored this candidate? 
3. Whom did Woburn residents favor in the presidential election 
of 1828? 
4. ~fuy do you suppose they favored this candidate? 
5. Do you suppose that Woburn residents favored the tariffs of 
1824 and 1828? 
6. What articles whl.ch the South might have desired were man-
factured in Woburn? 
7. Were the prices of any such article~ increased after 1824? 
8. Did Woburn residents favor the Doctrine of Nullification? 
9. Did Woburn residents favor the Compromise Tariff of 1833? 
10. Do you suppose that the residents of Woburn favored charter-
ing a second United States Bank? 
11. What effect did the panic of 1837 have upon Woburn? 
12. Describe conditions in Woburn during the panic. 
13. ·what invention was introduced to the people of Woburn in 
1830? 
Suggested Activities 
1. Make a graph showing the number of votes received by each 
candidate in all presidential elections. 
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CHAPTER XIX 
HOW THE NATION REACHED THE PACIFIC 
Q,uestions 
1. Did any Woburn residents leave to settle in California or 
Oregon? 
2. What conditions at home might have prompted them to leave 
for. the Pacific coast? 
3. Were there many local men who served in the Mexican War? 
4. \~at reaction was there in Woburn to the discovery of gold 
in California? 
5. How was the Compromise of 1850 regarded by the citizens 
of Woburn? 
6. Were there many new immigrants in Woburn in the period from 
1830 to 1850? 
7. From where did most of them come? 
8. Vfuat contributions did these people make to the community? 
9. What two important public -services were organized in Woburn 
in the 1850's? 
Suggested Activities 
1. Bring in copies.of local newspaper articles concerning the 
Mexican War, the discovery of gold in California, the 
tariff, and westward migration. 
4lt 2. Make a list of important events in the city from 1845 to 
1855. 
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2. Write ·editorials on events which took place in Woburn in the 
period from 1825 to 1845. 
~~ 3. Dramatize the conversation between two men discussing the 
panic of 1837 in Woburn. 
4. Dramatize Henry Clay's visit to the Mishawum House in 1830. 
5. What was the population of Woburn in 1830? Make a graph 
showing the growth in population over five year periods 
from 1790 to 1830. 
6. Make a list of important events in Woburn in the period 
from 1825 to 1845. 
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CHAPTER XX 
HOW NORTH AND SOUTH BECAME RIVALS 
Questions 
1. What advantages did Woburn have over Southern cities in 
attracting immigrants? 
2. Were there any stations for the underground railroad in 
Woburn? If so, where were they located? 
3. Did the Republican party obtain many· supporters in Woburn? 
4. vVhat happened in Woburn as an aftermath to John Brown's 
raid on Harper's Ferry? 
5. What candidate received the greatestnumber of votes in 
Woburn in the presidential election of 1860, and how did 
this compare to the number of votes received by the other 
candidates? 
6. Compare Woburn in 1860 to Woburn in 1830. 
?. What two books were on sale in Woburn which helped increase 
the bitterness towards slavery. 
Suggested Activities 
1. Imagine yourself an immigrant to Woburn in 1850. Describe 
your impressions of the town. 
2. Give a report on the history of the leather industry in 
Woburn to the year 1860. 
3. Bring in copies of newspaper articles written in the years 
1855 to 1860 which would be of interest to the class. 
4. Dramatize the minutes of a few of the town meetings of this 
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period. 
Suggested Reading 
Converse, P.L., 11 Knights of St. Crispin 11 in Legends of Woburn. 
Volume II, pp. 180-222. 
CHAPTER XXI 
A NATION AT WAR 
Questions 
1. How many men from Woburn took part in the Civil War? 
2. In what major battles did some of them take part? 
3. What were conditions in the town like during the war years? 
4. Did residents suffer from shortages? from loss of manpower, 
etc.? 
5. Did prices rise during the Civil War as they did in World 
War II? 
6. How was the news of the war's end received in Woburn? 
7. Were Woburn's losses heavy? 
8. Were government bonds on sale in Woburn during the Civil 
War as they are today? 
9. Vfhen was the Woburn National Bank organized, and in accord-
ance with what law? 
10. In what ways did the women of Woburn help during the Civil 
War? 
11. In what way was it easier for the returned soldiers of the 
Civil War to get a new start than the soldiers of the Sec-
ond World War? 
Suggested Activities 
1. Give a brief history of how men were raised to answer 
President Lincoln's call for volunteers. 
2. Bring in copies of local newspaper clippings concerning 
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